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REMEMBRANC

Celebrating 75th Annivers
A Brief Historical Sketch In 1946, delegates from 13 nations met at
the small Elfinsward Conference Centre in England. World War II had been
over for less than a year, and each country represented at the conference
was still reeling from the devastating consequences of the deadliest conflict
in history. Many attendees shared their personal experiences from the war,
which included distributing Bibles in secret in Poland or being imprisoned
by the Gestapo in Berlin. Yet each attendee testified to the power of God’s
Word, which brought them hope and comfort even in the face of suffering.
As they looked at the world around them, these Bible society delegates
shared the distinct “consciousness that the heart hunger of multitudes was
crying out for that which the Word of God could alone provide.” Each
delegate saw the need for God’s Word in their own nation and longed to see
the Bible available to every person on earth. “The world needs remaking,”
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E OF THE PAST

ary United Bible Societies
said Bishop Eivind Berggrav from Norway, who had been imprisoned for
his faith during the war. “There is not much hope in the world, but there is
very much hope in the Bible.”
The delegates resolved to unite their ministry efforts and form United Bible
Societies, which would be dedicated to meeting the need for God’s Word in
every nation. They looked forward to the future, “believing that in a time of
rebuilding of the nations, a wider distribution of the Holy Scriptures and a
greater use of them would be the most valuable contribution which could
be made.”
Bible societies have existed since 1804, when the British and Foreign Bible
Society was established and inspired the creation of multiple societies
around the world. However, for the next 140 years, each Bible society
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primarily focused on spreading the gospel in its own nation. Since 1946, the mission of
United Bible Societies—to fulfil the Great Commission by bringing God’s Word to every
nation, tribe, and language—has unified Christians across denominations, confessions, and
faith traditions. Through inter-confessional collaboration and innovation, Bible translation
and distribution have accelerated. This global fellowship, the UBS has now grown to include
more than 150 Bible societies in 240 nations and territories, making it one of the largest
Bible-centred organizations in the world.

Remembrance of the Past- A Biblical Challenge to UBS

At a juncture like this as we celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the founding of UBS, an apt
passage to reflect upon is Deuteronomy 8:2: “Remember the long way the Lord God has led
you...”.Going back to the context of the passage, a phase under the leadership of Moses as the
leader of Israel is almost over and a new phase is about to begin under a new leadership. It is
at this period of transition Moses admonishes the people of Israel who he led through good
times and bad times to “Remember the Lord your God who has led you…”
A phase in the history of UBS is over, 75 years of its existence. A new phase has begun. At
this moment, the Bible challenges us to remember the past and never to forget the past. It is
because of the Past, the Present is and because of the Present and the Past, the Future will be.
The motif memory or remembrance of the past pervades through the pages of the Bible.
Memory is an extra ordinary gift of God that enables humankind to recall instantly what
happened in the past. The Hebrew word translated “remember” is zakar, which appears more
than 250 times in the Hebrew Bible. This shows the importance of the theme of memory in
the Bible. There are personal memories. There are institutional memories. There are national
memories. Some of them are joyful memories; some of them are painful memories. But in
the midst of all, there is the reality of God who is present in all experiences of life that we
remember. It is this aspect with its deeper dimensions that Moses is trying to inject into the
minds of his people. Moses tells his people that there were times as they travelled through
the wilderness when they were hungry and thirsty but God took care of them in those times
of need by giving them manna to eat and water to drink. God took care of them to such
an extent that their clothes did not wear out nor their feet got swollen. Therefore Moses
admonishes them by telling them that when they come into the Promised Land, when they
build fine houses, when their gold and silver are multiplied, when they have everything
that they need in life they should not forget the Lord God who led them in and through
the wilderness among snakes and scorpions. Moses also tells them that what they are today
or have is not because of their merit or might but because of God’s grace and therefore he
reiterates his plea that they should remember the Lord God who led them thus far.
The motif of “Remembrance of the Past” in the Bible does have three important dimensions,
which are as follows:

Historical Dimension.

Moses asks the people to remember their past as to how they suffered as slaves in the land of
Egypt; how God took care of them in Egypt and during the wilderness journey and how God
enabled them to enter into the Promised Land where there is everything in plenty. Moses
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admonishes them to remember the past not just for sentimental reasons but to strengthen
them in the present and also to move forward boldly into the future. History, therefore is to
be seen not just as recollection of a few events which happened in the past but rather History
is to be seen as a continuous conversation between the past, the present and the future.

Theological Dimension.

What is striking in the admonition of Moses is his definite reference to God. It is God
who has led them through the wilderness keeping them safe and sound; it is God who has
brought them to the Promised Land; it is God who has given all what they need. Therefore
Moses admonishes them by telling them not to brag or boast that all blessings they are
enjoying are because of their merit; rather he tells them to always remember their God who
has led them thus far. Moses’ words indicate a deeper theology, a deeper understanding of
God that God is God of the Past, the Present and the Future. God is not static. God cannot
be confined to a particular time and space. God is God and therefore God is beyond time
and space. God was there in the past; God is there in the present and God will be there in
the future.

Missiological Dimension

The challenge by Moses to remember the past does have a purpose. It was not meant to
be just a remembering of the past events with emotion. Rather by remembering the past,
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people were encouraged to stand for the values of God such as peace, justice, freedom
and contribute towards the establishment of God’s reign on earth. There are a number of
instances in the Bible where people are admonished not to oppress the widows, the orphans,
the poor and the needy by asking them to remember they were once strangers/slaves in
the land of Egypt. In other words, the alienating and dehumanizing experience they had
experienced should not be repeated in history. Rather the future generation should be able
to live a life of fullness marked by justice and peace.

Conclusion

As stated earlier, the Bible Mission has been in existence since 1804 when the British and
Foreign Bible Society was founded. But it was in 1946 that 13 Bible Societies felt the need
for coordination and cooperation in enabling the entire World to have access to the Living
Word of God and this year 2021 marks the 75th anniversary of the above joint collaboration
known as the United Bible Societies (UBS). The Bible Society of India (BSI) was founded
in 1811 and for the last 210 years we have been faithfully engaged in God’s Mission of
Translation, Production, Distribution and Scripture Engagement, making sincere efforts to
see that all our peoples in India have a copy of the Bible in their own heart language for a
price they can afford and in a format they have access to. God has been indeed faithful in the
past; God is faithful in the present and God will be faithful in the future. As we continue to
engage in God’s Mission, let us listen to the advice of Moses “Remember the long way that
the Lord has led you”.

Rev. Dr. M. Mani Chacko
General Secretary

The Bible Society of India
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O death, where
is thy sting?
O grave, where
is thy victory?
(I Corinthian 15:55 KJV)
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Who would have ever welcomed death in our lives? No matter how prepared
you think you are for death, one can never be fully prepared for the loss and
the grief that follows. Could there be anyone who does not feel the sting of
death when their loved one has passed? The pain of loss is a reflection of love,
yet you never regret loving. Death may announce it’s all over now, but death is
something you don’t get over that easily, you merely get used to it with time, it
makes you numb over the years while the tears drift in as waves.
What is the victory that the grave can win? “Rest in Peace” are the most
common words we utter when someone dies. We want our dear ones to rest in
eternal peace regardless of the cause of death. Peace is something we all need
in life, even after death. This is where as Christians, our faith takes us through
the belief and understanding of life after death and the knowledge of who we
are. We are made up of dust, and to dust we will return. We are mortal beings,
once our journey in this world comes to a closure then we will move on to
a new life after death. This is where the victory lies. Our new life will never
taste the pangs of death again. Our physical bodies perish but never the soul
and spirit. When we mourn someone’s loss we are mourning their physical
presence. Our simple faith in God and the mystery of victory over the grave
and the life after death through the death and resurrection experience of Jesus
Christ is our claim and fortune. Many ancient civilisations like the Sumerians,
Egyptians, Babylonians, Hebrews, Greeks, etc. were battling with the sting of
death. They were seeking immortality in all spheres but without success. But,
whoever tasted and accepted Jesus the ‘Tree of Life’ is the one who won victory
over the grave and took the sting of death in their stride. This is the message of
Faith and Hope found in the Bible, and whoever believes in the Word of God
will have that kind of victory.
As the United Bible Societies celebrates her 75th birth anniversary this year
in May 2021, the mission of Bible Societies across the world continues to be
proclamation of the Word of God in every language spoken in the world in
order that people of all tongues will embrace the ‘Tree of Life’ in Christ and
will taste the victory over the grave and the joy of faith even as thousands of
people are battling with death and over the COVID19 pandemic. This editorial
is dedicated to all our loved ones who have left us in recent times including my
dear husband Rev. J. Jeremiah Anderson, who left us for his eternal home on
May 1, 2021. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

Sowing Circle is an organ of the Bible Society of India. It is published for the friends and supporters of the BSI and only
for private circulation. Opinions expressed in the articles do not necessarily carry the views of the BSI.
General information on the work of the BSI published herein may be used without prior permission. However, articles
which mention the author’s name may be used only with the prior permission in writing from the Editor. Acknowledgements
and copies of the publications are appreciated.
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COVER STORY
The Signing of the MOU
On February 19, 2021, the much awaited
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was
signed between the Bible Society of India
(BSI) and the Karnataka Region Catholic
Bishops’ Council (KRCBC) for the Joint
Translation/Publication of the Re-Edited InterConfessional Kannada Bible (CL). The signing
of the MOU was held in solemn ambiance at
the Logos Building, the Central Office of the
BSI at #206, M.G. Road, Bangalore. Due to
Covid19 pandemic protocol, only members of
the Steering Committee, Directors of the BSI
and a few Catholic Church Officials gathered
to witness the event. The MOU was signed by
Rev. Dr. M. Mani Chacko, General Secretary
of the Bible Society of India and Most Rev.
Dr. K. A. William, Chairman, Regional Bible
Commission, the KRCBC and also signed
by one witness each from the BSI and the
KRCBC, Dr. Hrangthan Chhungi, Director,
Church Relations and Resource Mobilisation
Department, BSI and Monsignor S. Jayanathan
respectively as Conveners of the Steering
Committee of this partnership between the
two institutions. Most Rev. Dr. Peter Machado,
Metropolitan Archbishop of Bangalore and
President of the KRCBC delivered an inspiring
and encouraging Speech, emphasizing the
significant roles which the leadership of the
institutions had played to reach up to this event.
Both the signatories spoke on the significance
of this partnership to break through many
hurdles and the traditional differences of the
Catholic and the Protestant churches. Thereby
paving the way of sharing One Bible Edition
as One Faith Community in a time when the
call is more imperative to live as One Body of
the Church. Rev. Fr. Francis Xavier led us in
a beautiful prayer followed by the welcoming
and introduction of all the participants by
Dr. Hrangthan Chhungi. Msgr S. Jayanathan
thanked the gathering and all the Steering
Committee members for their hard work to
make this event possible. The event was blessed
with a very meaningful prayer and benediction
by His Grace Archbishop Peter Machado. The
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General Secretary of the BSI, Rev. Dr. M. Mani
Chacko, while thanking the Archbishop of
Bangalore and President of the KRCBC, Most
Rev. Dr. Peter Machado for his ecumenical
spirit and openness to work together reiterated the dignity and importance of being
evangelically ecumenical when we really need
to break through the old-age wall of tradition.
To break this wall, this MOU is a very crucial
step forward where the Christian community
as a whole, whose strength and spirituality lies
in the Word of God as found in our common
source, which is nothing but the Bible. He
continued to say for us to share “One Bible”
amongst us is his utmost dream and we should
all work together to fulfill this dream of ours.
Most Rev. Dr. K. A. William, Chairman,
Regional Bible Commission, the KRCBC
emphatically stressed his thankfulness to the
BSI General Secretary and all the leaders for
their commitment to achieve the unity of the
Christian community in this very basic plan.
The Archbishop of Bangalore and President
of the KRCBC, Most Rev. Dr. Peter Machado,
with a heart full of gratitude to God and to
the gathering promised that his office will
provide the best scholars to make sure that the
project is fulfilled. He profoundly thanked all
the volunteers from the Catholic Church and
the Protestant Church for their commitment,
talents, wisdom and zeal to work together as
One Body of Christ. The Archbishop greeted
all the Bible lovers especially the Kannada
speaking people to enjoy, and to embrace “One
Bible” for our spiritual and intellectual growth
through the reading of the ‘Word of God’.
We continue to seek the fervent prayers and
blessings of all our well wishers and friends of
the BSI for the completion of this project for
the Joint Translation/Publication of the ReEdited Inter-Confessional Kannada Bible (CL).
The whole programme was delightfully
anchored by Rev. Sudhakara Raju, Manager,
Church Relations and Resource Mobilisation
from the start till the end. The program
concluded with High Tea Fellowship.
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FOCUS

ERP Implementation
The new Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP)
using Odoo platform was implemented in The
Bible Society of India from 1 April 2021. The
General Secretary Rev. Dr. M. Mani Chacko
launched this ERP during a combined prayer
fellowship of the Central office and all the 17
Auxiliaries on 31 March 2021.
Mr. Paul Stephen, Director (Publishing &
Marketing) and also the ERP convener gave
a brief introduction on ERP. He explained
the necessity of an upgraded ERP to the
BSI operation and how an ERP can help
the organization in planning and managing
the resources. The ERP is an effective tool
necessary for Planning & Balancing the income
and expenditures. An integrated system of
Enterprise Resource Planning will help the
organization to do well in managing the
resources, guiding the organization to manage
the complexity of operations, maintain the daily
transactions of buying and selling and adhering
to the changing statutory requirements.
The convener informed and appreciated the
visionary leadership of the General Secretary
Rev. Dr. M. Mani Chacko, the office bearers
and the executive committee members in their
decision to explore and implement an upgraded
ERP. He briefed us on the series of decisions
which went into implementing the ERP to the
BSI ministry.
An ERP Committee was formed in August 2019
to look into the various options and suitability
of platforms to the BSI operations. Under the
leadership of General Secretary, BSI,
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members included are Director Finance,
Mrs. Jolly Thomas and external consultant
Mr. Philip Prabhakar and Director Marketing
as the Convener.
A detailed Process Study of each Department
and Auxiliary was conducted by an external
agency which is helping us to focus and decide
on the required process flow. Search for various
platforms available and suitable in the Market
were explored. Several Demonstrations and
Interactions were conducted with developers
of ERP. Finally, we identified well established
Odoo platform with enterprise accounts to be
implemented in the BSI. To implement and
configure to the BSI operations, Technical
support from Odoo experts and consultants
were taken. Mr. Webster was entrusted as a
single point of contact with the technical team.
In October 2020 the implementation and
configuration began and development process
was taken up. Interaction with respective
stake holders and developers for effective
implementation were planned and executed.
Training the users across BSI departments and
auxiliaries, managers and team leaders was
done in the last 2-3 months.
The ERP is an effective tool to be used on real
time and to improve the effectiveness of the BSI
operations, reducing the duplication of efforts,
minimizing the complexity of BSI operations
across Central Office and 17 Auxiliaries.

We look into God’s Word for reassurance,
hope and peace in these increasingly uncertain times
at the ongoing spread of coronavirus.
It reinforces the work of the Bible Society of India:
making the Bible Available, Affordable and Accessible.
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SPECIAL
the Church and the human family.
The Grandchamp Community has its origins in
Europe in the 1930s, where a group of women
of the Reformed tradition sought to rediscover
the importance of silence and listening to the
Word of God. Today the community has fifty
sisters, all women from different generations,
Church traditions, countries, and continents.
In their diversity, the sisters are a living parable
of communion. They remain faithful to a life of
prayer, life in community, and the welcoming

C H U R C H R E L AT I O N S ’
DAY & U N I T Y O C TAV E
The BSI Church Relations’ Day and Unity
Octave was observed on January 22nd, 2021
at 9.00 am virtually across India. Being the
handmaiden of the Church, the BSI deeply
values the support and partnership that she
shares with the Church as an agent of God’s
Mission to spread the Love of God.
of guests. These sisters share the grace of their
monastic life with visitors and volunteers who
go to Grandchamp for a time of retreat, silence,
healing, or in search of meaning.
In producing the material for the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity for 2021, the sisters
are inviting churches across the world to enter
into their tradition of prayer and silence that is
rooted in the ancient traditions of the Catholic
Church.
Abiding in Christ is an inner attitude that
takes root in us over time. It demands space

Introduction to this year’s theme
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021
has been prepared by the Monastic Community
of Grandchamp in Switzerland. The theme
that was chosen, “Abide in My love and you
shall bear much fruit,” is based on John 15:17 and expresses Grandchamp Community’s
vocation to prayer, reconciliation and unity in
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to grow. It can be overtaken by the struggle for
the necessities of life and it is threatened by the
distractions, noise, activity, and the challenges
of life.
We live in a time that is both a troubling
and magnificent, and often dangerous time
where we are challenged by pandemics, wars,
violence, poverty, racism, and climate change.
Yet as Christians seeking reconciliation, justice,
and peace, we also know the full value of
spiritual life, have an immense responsibility
and must realize it, unite and help each other
create forces of calmness, refuges of peace, vital
centers where the silence of people calls on the
creative Word of God. It is a question of life and
death.
Though we, as Christians, abide in the love of
Christ, we also live in a creation that groans as it
waits to be set free (cf. Romans 8). In the world,
we witness the evils of suffering and conflict.
Through solidarity with those who suffer we
allow the love of Christ to flow through us. The
paschal mystery bears fruit in us when we offer
love to our brothers and sisters and nurture
hope in the world.
Spirituality and solidarity are inseparably
linked. Abiding in Christ, we receive the
strength and wisdom to act against structures
of injustice and oppression, to fully recognize
ourselves as brothers and sisters in humanity,
and to be creators of a new way of living, with
respect for, and in communion with all of
creation.
The summary of the rule of life that the sisters
of Grandchamp recite together each morning
begins with the words “pray and work that
God may reign”. Prayer and everyday life are
not two separate realities but are meant to
be united. All that we experience is meant to
become an encounter with God. We consider
this event a very special one. While the
church across denominations and continents is
observing this week of Unity, the Bible Society
of India also invited all the Churches to come
together and strengthen our partnership as we
work together for the Bible Cause. We value

your presence and participation in this very
important worship service, some in person and
many through the Zoom platform. May God
bless our Worship Service. Amen!!
A very close friend of the Bible Society of India
and a committed volunteer in Bible Translation
Rev. Dr. Dexter Maben, Assistant Secretary,
Church of South India, Karnataka Central
Diocese and Presbyter-in-Charge, St. Andrew’s
Church, Bangalore brought God’s Word.
Dwelling on the Gospel of John 15:1-17, the
speaker powerfully re-iterated the importance
of being rooted in Christ the True Vine to
show unity in life, faith and witness amidst
challenging world.

“BSI is committed to providing
life-changing Word in their
heart language and engaging
them with the Scripture”
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W O R L D D AY O F P R AY E R
The World Day of Prayer is an international
ecumenical Christian laywomen’s initiative. It
is run under the motto “Informed Prayer and
Prayerful Action,” and is celebrated annually in
over 170 countries on the first Friday in March.
The movement aims to bring together women
of various races, cultures and traditions in
a yearly common Day of Prayer, as well as in
closer fellowship with each other. This year the
order of service was prepared by the Christian
women of the Republic of Vanuatu. Melanesian
people from Polynesian origin are the source
of Vanuatu’s culture, languages, traditional
values and spirituality. The black and white
sandy beaches, coral reefs with colored fishes,
lovely birds, fruits and nuts in the forest all
make the islands a pristine environment, even
though they are vulnerable to frequent tropical
storms, earthquakes, cyclones, tsunamis and
active volcanoes. Each island and village used
to have their own chief and style of governance,
their own gods, their own language and their
thatched houses made from leaves and trees,
using stone axes. Women and men would come
together at the Farea (village meeting house)
to discuss major issues. Vanuatu is a small
country located in the South Pacific Ocean, a
Republic formed after independence in 1980
from a French and British Condominium
government. Today, Vanuatu proudly waves its
flag and its Coat of arms for anyone to read “In
God we stand.”
The Bible Society of India observed the World
Day of Prayer on March 5th, 2021 in all our
offices across India. Prof. Esther Prasanakumar,
Principal, Bishop Cotton Women’s Christian
College, Bangalore and wife of Rt. Rev. Dr.
Prasanakumar Samuel, Bishop, CSI, Karnataka
Central Diocese and the President of BSI
Karnataka Auxiliary was the guest speaker. The
entire service was on Zoom.
Prof. Esther Prasanakumar spoke on the theme
“Build on Strong Foundation” taken from St.
Matthew 7:24-27. She said the blue print for
building a strong house on the rock is in the
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Bible. The choice is given to us whether we
choose to build our house (lives) on the rock or
on the sand. Both the houses which were built
on the rock and on the sand faced storms, but
the one that was built on the rock withstood
the rain, flood and wind. She reiterated that
our God is the God of second chances who
invites us irrespective of our limitations and
shortcomings. The Samaritan woman (John
4) built her
house on the
foundation of
‘living water’
whereas
the
woman with
the blood issue
(Matthew
9:20-22) built
her
house
(faith) on the
rock bottom the Christ. It was a very timely
message and was a great blessing to all of us.
The order of service consisted of Prayer of
Thanksgiving, Prayer of Confession, Prayer of
Commitment and the Prayer of Intercession.
Women folks in the Auxiliaries took active part
in the service of the World Day of Prayer.

O B S E RVA N C E O F
I N T E R NAT I O NA L
WO M E N ’ S DAY
International Women’s day is celebrated on
March 8th around the World. This day is
symbolic of the historic journey women around
the world have taken to better their lives. It
comes as a reminder that while a lot has been
achieved, the journey is long and a lot more
needs to be done.
Rev. Shashikala Alva B.S., Auxiliary Secretary,
Karnataka Auxiliary prepared the order of
service for the day. The same has been followed
by all our offices across the nation. The theme
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for the day was “...And God created Woman”
based on Genesis 2:18-23. We thanked God
for humanity in all its diversity, for the unique
individuality of every man, woman and
child. Various voices that spoke about female
infanticide, dowry harassment and violence
against women in various forms were addressed
during the service.
We sought God’s forgiveness for being silent to
those unheard voices of our dear sisters.
Fanny Crosby, one evening while visiting a
prison, walking down a long aisle between cells,
reciting the Bible verses, heard a man calling
out, “Remember me! O Lord, please don’t pass
me by,” prompted her to pen the lyric:
“Pass me not, O gentle Saviour,
Hear my humble cry;
While on others Thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.”
“Saviour, Saviour, hear my humble cry
While on others Thou are calling,
Do not pass me by.”
This song brought meaning to us as we heard
the unheard voices of the many afflicted. Let us
continue to pray and stand in solidarity with the
women who are experiencing domestic violence
that we will awaken to the call of being a perfect

22 | Sowing Circle | Jan - June 2021

model of an inclusive
society and a safe
haven for women,
children and men.
And will commit
ourselves earnestly to
preserve and protect
the dignity of women
who have impacted
our lives.
May we strengthen our unity and embrace the
challenge to love, serve and be in solidarity with
the suffering women.
This Special Day was observed at all our offices
across the nation.
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EXCLUSIVE

AIZAWL AUXILIARY
Free Distribution of Project Bible
BSI, Aizawl Auxiliary distributed the Mizo
Project Bibles to people in need of the Word of
God. The Bibles have been freely given to the
inmates of the following de-addiction centres:
1) Operation Kingdom Ministry – 50 Bibles
2) Life Code Home – 20 Bibles
3) Calvary Healing Centre – 20 Bibles
Reaching Out to the Destitute Children
Mary Jones Women’s Fellowship along with
the Auxiliary Secretary and Auxiliary Staff
Organized outreach programmes during the
month of February and March 2021 in and
around Rizal. They have visited as many as 18
Orphanages and Children Homes with gifts
received from the Marketing and Publishing
Department, BSI Bangalore. During these
visits they have distributed 635 School bags,
1068 copies of Exercise books and 577 copies
of The Very First Rainbow to the beneficiaries.
The MJWF members were divided into several
groups. They also voluntarily purchased eatables
from their own expenses for the children in
the Homes. Deprived children expressed their
joy in receiving school bags, exercise books
and Bible Story books. For a majority of them,
this was the first time they carry a school bag.
The Orphanages and Children Homes along
with the beneficiaries expressed their heartfelt
gratitude to the Bible Society of India for the
kind service and the lovely gifts presented to
them.
Report On The Ministry with the Women:
Distribution of Bibles under Empowering
Widows and Suffering Women Project
was organised by the Mary Jones Women’s
Fellowship on April 19, 2021 at the Synod
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Conference Centre, Aizawl. 39 people from
different church denominations comprising
of widows, impoverished women and people
living with AIDS attended the occasion.
Unfortunately, one of those selected to be the
beneficiary passed away after losing a battle
with cancer. The Bible was given to her three
children in her remembrance. Nine others who
could not attend the event were also given the
Bible gift in their respective places.
The two-hour meeting was led by Mrs. Ellen
Lalnunpari. Bible reading and prayer was
conducted by Mrs. Zosiami, after which Mrs.
C. Zothankimi explained the nature and aim
of the Scripture Engagement programme. The
invited guests received Scriptures from the
members of the MJWF. With the generosity
of the members of the MJWF, a love gift of Rs.
1000/- has also been presented to each one of
them. Rev Remlalfaka, Auxiliary Secretary
spoke on the theme ‘Our Identity in Christ’
saying, “It doesn’t matter who you are, where
you come from, and what people say you are.
What matters most is how Jesus sees you, ‘a
beloved child of God’! God has given you a
garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise
instead of a faint spirit. You are unique, you are
loved!” The Auxiliary Secretary’s short message
was followed by a lively sharing of testimonies
in which the participants declared God’s grace
and transformative work in their lives brought
about by the word of God, and by the gift they
received from the Bible Society of India.
Voices of Gratitude and Thanks to God
Mrs. Lalsangsawti, Bawngkawn, Aizawl
“I am HIV+ve and have been stigmatized
by people who surround us. This has been
an acute problem emotionally. My kids too
are uncomfortable as they have to face the
reality of stigma and shame. Amidst this, I am
reminded of the unfailing love and grace of our
Lord through the Bible Society’s generous gift.
Today is an unforgettable moment of joy in my
life as I received the Bible from the BSI, Aizawl
Auxiliary.”
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1:1-8. Ms. Amrita Singh, Lecturer- English
Department, SHAUTS brought the Message of
the God. Many women came forward to share
their testimonies. We thank and praise God for
this provision.
Stories of God”s Healingand Sustaining Grace
Sister Prema: My name is Prema and living in
Rajapur. I am suffering from stomach pain from
the last two years but when I started coming to
church and received many prayers and reading
the Bible, God healed my ailment. Am truly
thankful to God for the healing and to the BSI
for the gift of the Bible.
Pi Mawizuali, RamhlunVengthar Aizawl
I am a widow from a poor and humble
background. My late husband was a stone
cutter at the stone quarry. By God’s grace, he
was able to contribute his one-week wage to the
BSI ministry for a life membership. Following
my husband’s commitment to the Bible cause,
I too was able to contribute from part of my
earnings from my small banana garden, which
is both a blessing and a joy. Today, I am happy
to witness God’s never-ending love and care
through the BSI ministry.
Mrs. Lalmuanpuii, Durtlang N, Aizawl
Since my family owned only one Bible, we were
greatly in need of another. Today I realize anew
that God works in a mysterious way. God gives
me the Bible through the Bible Society exactly
when we are in need of it. Like the Psalmist, I
ask God, “Who am I that you are mindful of me
and that you care for?” This leads me to shed
tears of joy. I have received the greatest Book
on earth today! In the midst of challenges, I am
joyful in getting involved in the BSI’s GospelA-Day ministry by saving Re. 1/- each day for
the Bible cause.

ALLAHABAD AUXILIARY
The Allahabad Auxiliary implemented
“Empowering Widows and Suffering Women”
project at Union Church on March 11th, 2021.
Ms. Neelu Sonkar offered the opening prayer.
Rev. Brijesh Kumar, Presbyter-in-Charge
of Union Church spoke briefly from Joshua
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Sister Kajal: My name is Kajal and I am 16 yrs
old. My testimony is that I failed in class 10
twice and I am so depressed and wanted to
commit suicide but my friend pushed me to
attend the church. After the service, the church
Pastor called me and prayed for me. Today I am
so happy and thankful to Jesus Christ and my
daily reading of the Bible that put me back to
the right track in life.
Mrs. Neru Sonkar: Praise the Lord! For last five
years I was suffering from tumour and I visited
so many places for healing. But I have not
received any relief until I met Jesus and read
the Bible. I thank God for giving me healing.
Now I have my personal copy of Bible and
I thank God and the BSI for this most beautiful
gift.

ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS
A S S O C IAT E AU X I L IA RY
We had a wonderful programme on a
theme “EMPOWERING WIDOW AND
SUFFERING WOMEN IN INDIA” There was
a big gathering with mostly new believers and
the neediest women who cannot afford to buy
were given the Holy Bible. They were surprised
that the Bible was given freely and they could
not stop their emotion as tears rolled down on
their faces, they thanked the ministry of BSI
and said this is worth doing God’s ministry. It
was one of the best gifts they had ever received
and it is our prayer that this programme will
continue to impact their lives become mature
citizens of heaven.

Sister Poonam Soni: My name is Poonam Soni
and I am 20 yrs old. I was tormented with
severe headache the last three years. In spite
of treatment received from so many doctors, I
could not get any relief and I was so depressed.
Then, one day I met the Church Pastor and he
prayed for me, and he gave me a New Testament.
As I was reading regularly this book, day by day
my pain was gone and now I feel so happy to
live without constant pain. I thank God and the
BSI for this gift of the Holy Bible.

“Your
Gifts of
Faith
could
help us
to get
the
Word
around”
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ANDHRA PRADESH AUXILIARY
The Scripture Engagement Program was
conducted at Bible Bhavan, BSI AP Auxiliary
Office, Chowdavaram, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh
on 12th March 2021 for the widows under the
CRRMD project “Empowering Widows and
Suffering Women”. After a short time of praise
and worship, we shared a brief history of the
Bible Society of India and its movement.

The Auxiliary Secretary led devotion time by
bringing message of God’s comfort and mercy
from 2 Corinthians 1: 2-4. The total participants
of the program were forty-nine representing
different churches of Guntur. The Holy Bibles
were presented, and a fellowship lunch was
joyfully shared by all. Some of the beneficiaries
have shared their stories and testimonies.
A moving testimony was shared by Mrs. B.
Seethamma with all the happiness as she held
her own Bible, because her financial condition
has never given her opportunity to buy a Bible.
Mrs. K. Sujatha has shared how the comforting
words in the Bible consoled her when she lost
her husband at young age leaving the small
children behind. Mrs. B. Esther Rani has
shared about her constant experiences of the
presence of God in her life particularly at the
time of bereavement in the family. She thanked
God for saving her from a fire accident which
occurred while cooking. All the participants
have thanked the BSI for organizing this
refreshing and uplifting program.

BOMBAY AUXILIARY
Scripture Engagement programme among the
women was well organised by the Bombay
Auxiliary in St. Andrew’s Church (CNI) at
Shevgaon, Dist. Ahmednagar on 19th March
2021. Mr. Prashant Gaikwad was in charge
of this programme under the guidance of
Dr. Chhungi. A special Bible Day was also
observed on the same day.
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With her suggestion the Women’s Wing
members consented to contribute the monthly
collection for March 2021 for the ministry of
the Bible Society of India instead of submitting
to the Diocese Office.

CALCUTTA AUXILIARY

Witnessing God’s mercies and grace:
Mrs. Agnesbai Magar is the founder member
of St. Andrew’s Church Shevgaon. She has been
attending this church since her childhood,
from the days when the Church members got
together for Sunday Mass under the tree. She
has seen this Church transform from a small
room to the New Church structure which is
now standing high by the grace of Lord.
“I am alive and standing in front of you because
of the Bible. Five years ago, the Women’s Wing
visited a Pastor’s house in the nearby village
for carol singing. During this visit, the Pastor
insisted that everyone should carry a Bible
while travelling late in the night. And when he
got to know that none of us was carrying a Bible,
he gave me his Bible copy and told me that the
Word of God will always protect me in every
situation. While on our way back home, we met
with an accident. Only I was thrown out of the
auto while the other women were safe inside
the auto. I banged my head on a stone and
was hurt badly on my head, blood was oozing
out. My footwear and glasses flung away. I
realized that my bag was still on my shoulder
and remembered the Pastor’s words. That very
moment I thanked God for protecting me and
keeping me alive. The church members rushed
me to the hospital where the doctors sent me
for a CT scan as they were afraid that due to
severe injury in the head and heavy bleeding
and there was a possibility of formation of
blood clots. The doctors were surprised that
the scan reports were normal. The doctors
just applied some medicine and bandage and
sent me home. All praise to the Word of God
that protected and saved me. I thank The Bible
Society of India for printing the Bible in the
language I understand.”

We are grateful to the Church Relations and
Resource Mobilization Department that
facilitated the gift of a Bible to widows and
suffering women. On 3rd March 2021 the
Calcutta Auxiliary went to two different centres
where widows and women in need are given
shelter and care by the local church (CNI).
Many of these women are by themselves and
thus are blessed at these centres. A couple of
our women and staff went to visit with the
women at the two centres.
Shanti Nivas, Behala
Shanti Nivas a CNI run facility had about
25 residents. All of the women are aged and
feeble. However, they are all able to read
and communicate in Bengali. The team that
attended the event were blessed to have visited
the centre.
The program began with prayer and a few
songs were sung, after which there were
some informal discussions and gift-wrapped
Bibles were handed out to all the women at
the facility. They were thankful for the gesture
and appreciated the Bible Society. Following
the time of distribution, the team had lunch
prepared and served to all the people at the
centre.
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It was a good time of interaction and the
women were happy to have had the team visit
and spend the day with them.
Malvany House
On the same day 3rd March 2021, a similar
engagement was conducted at Malvany House
(CNI) a home for widows and impoverished
women. The team of staff and members of the
women’s committee of the Auxiliary visited the
centre where there are about 25 residents. The
team met with the women, prayed with them
and encouraged them. Bibles were distributed
and lunch was served. The women were
grateful for the time as there were no visitors
allowed for about a year and this was their first
interaction with people from outside the centre.
We are grateful for such opportunities to
minister and serve the less fortunate. We
appreciate the efforts of the CRRM department,
which continues to carry on these kinds of
programmes by the blessings of God.
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“God is our
refuge and strength,
a very present help
in trouble”
Psalms 46 :1

DIMAPUR AUXILIARY
It is so blissful to share the blessing of God
with those who are in need of help. The Bible
Society of India has been a channel of God’s
blessings to many needy people. We would
like to share a brief report of the ministry that
we have carried out from February 2021 to
March 2021, especially, a programme under the
Church Relations and Resource Mobilization
Department, BSI.

Scripture Engagement among the Widows and
Suffering Women
We are thankful to God and the Director
of CRRM for providing us 50 Bibles for
empowerment of widows and suffering
women. We had fellowship and encouraged
them to read and meditate upon the Word
of God. We are also thankful to Churches for
organizing such wonderful fellowship. We
had given 30 Good News Bibles to Wancho
Women at Mission Centre, Longding on 20th
February 2021 to be distributed to widows who
can read and understand English language.
We had prayer fellowship with Meitei women
at Karagaon on 9th March 2021 and had given
10 copies of Meitei Bible. They were so happy
that they had received the Bible in their own
language. On 14th March 2021 we had Sunday
Devotion with Assamese Baptist Church at
Duncan Bosti, Dimapur and gave 10 copies of
Assamese Bible to 10 women.
This was the first time for Mrs. Purnima to
receive a Bible in her own understandable
language. She was so excited and said, “I thank
God for his Word, I will read at home whenever
I am free and come to Church every Sunday to
worship God.” She received the Assamese Bible
with big smile.
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GUJARAT AUXILIARY
We are very grateful to Church Relations and
Resource Mobilisation Department and the
sponsoring Bible Societies for the Scripture
Engagement programme with the Poor &
Widows and the privileges to distribute the
Scripture free of cost for those who could not
afford to buy their own.
One of the leading Pastors of The Methodist
Church in Ahmedabad, had invited us to
his church for the Bible Sunday and after the
church service we arranged a very meaningful
program for the women. Rev. Anita J. Khristie
encouraged the women from the Word of God
in 2 King 4:1-7, how God has taken care of care
of us just like how God had taken care of the
poor widow as found in the Bible.

JABALPUR AUXILIARY
The Bible Society Of India, Jabalpur Auxiliary
visited the Christian Community Church, at
Dallirajhara Dist. Balod (C.G) on the 7th of
March 2021 .It was indeed a joy to be in their
midst and share the Word of God during Bible
Sunday Observation.

After the service, the BSI, Jabalpur had the
privilege of engaging with the women with
distribution of the Bibles among the widows and
suffering women under the programme of the
Church Relations and Resource Mobilisation.
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With the help of Rev. Edison Sagar (Presbyter
In-Charge) and Women Fellowship of Christian
Community Church, we organized a program
and invited women from the local Churches
of Dallirajhara. The Auxiliary Secretary, Rev.
Daniel Nath engaged the gathering on a theme
‘Women Empowerment and Church. The
women felt so blessed, thankful and happy
when they received the Bibles and so were we,
by distributing the Bibles to them. For some, it
was the first Bible they had ever received in life.
The program was concluded with the fellowship
lunch. We are thankful to the Almighty God for
using us as His instrument to share His Word.
The whole program was successful and blessed.

Pooyamkutty were selected for the program.
Most of them are daily wage labourers who work
under the MGNRES Scheme, and are employed
depending on the needs of the local panchayat.
The localities live on the border of the reserve
forest, and the lives of the inhabitants are always
under the threat of floods being close to the
reservoir of the hydro electric project. Adding
to all these, the women and their families have
been severely impacted by the pandemic.

KERALA AUXILIARY
With the support of BSI CRRM Department,
Kerala Auxiliary was able to conduct Scripture
Engagement programs at three locations for
Widows and Suffering Women in partnership
with the Kothamagalam Branch on Saturday,
the 13th of March 2021.
The women in the mission congregations of
the Mar Thoma Mission in Kuttampuzha,
Vadattupara, Poika, Urulanthanni and

Many women also struggle with the alcohol
addiction of their husbands. The Missionaries
and the Evangelists arranged the programs in
an effective manner at these locations. Some of
the women let go of their wages to attend the
program. The Kerala Auxiliary team under the
leadership of the secretary travelled about two
and half hours to reach the place, where we
were welcomed enthusiastically by the groups.
They shared their situation and how the Word
of God has been a great source of strength in
their lives. They are thankful to the BSI for
arranging the program and providing them
with the gift of a Bible.
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We are grateful to the BSI General Secretary
Rev. Dr. M. Mani Chacko and the CRRM
Director Dr. Mrs. Hrangthan Chhungi for
facilitating the program and the gift of Bibles
to the suffering women. We also express our
sincere thanks to the Missionaries Rev. Rony
Philip Ninan, Rev. Justin Philip, the Evangelists
and the members of the BSI Kothamangalam
Branch for the valuable help in executing the
programme.
Some of them shared their wonderful life
touching testimonies.
Mariakutty (name changed), requested us to
pray for her after the program. She has been
under cancer treatment for three years. Her
husband is an addict to alcohol and she has
been suffering domestic violence for many
years. The traumatic situation in the family has
taken a heavy toll on their teenage daughter.
We prayed for the mother and daughter and
assured them that God’s Word will provide
hope and healing to the family.
Philomina (name changed) was in tears as she
requested prayers. She was limping as she came
forward to receive the Bible. Her right foot was
bandaged and she was in pain. Those around her
explained how she would help with all the work
in the church in spite of her ill-health. There was
a wound on her foot, which was aggravated as
she stood in the mud and slush for long hours
cleaning the church premises after the flood in
2018. Now her bones are degenerating and the
wound has become incurable. We prayed that she
be healed and comforted by the presence of God.
She thankfully received her Bible that we gave.

34 | Sowing Circle | Jan - June 2021

ODISHA AUXILIARY
It was a wonderful time that we shared with
the Widows and Suffering Women at the Village
called Nayapalli, dist. Khurda. The women were
very happy to receive the Odia Bible. Many
of them wanted to share their testimony about
how they were thirsty for the Bible and blessed
with the Word of God. But due to lack of time
we could hear only a few of them. They are very
impressed and expressed their heartfelt thanks
to the Bible Society of India for making the Bible
available to them. Also they have committed to
pray for the ministries of BSI and we as a staff of
BSI are thankful for their prayers support.
Amazing Real-Life Testimonies: The Unfolding
Faith
Mrs. Malika Sahu : I was born and brought-up
in an environment where we worship many
elements but I was not able get any satisfaction
by celebrating many festivals and all other
rituals. After a long time, I came to know about
the only one true Lord Jesus Christ who came
into my heart and changed my whole life. He
filled my life with His presence. Now I am able
to get the real peace in spite of many trials
and tribulations, I am able to have fellowship
with my Lord Jesus. Recently, I joined a
Church service which was conducted by the
Bible Society of India. I was so blessed on that
Sunday, the BSI had provided a Bible as a free
gift for which I was really looking forward to. I
am very thankful and grateful to my Lord God
and to the team of BSI. Now I can read my
Bible regularly.

Mrs. Arati Jena : I was born and brought up
in a family with strict practices of rituals and
worshipping of various elements. One day, I
met with a Pastor who has shared about the life
story of Lord Jesus Christ. My life was totally
changed and I was moved to listen and know
more about Him. So I have started to go to the
Church. But I didn’t have Bible. I was thinking
how I can get a Bible. On 21st February, 2021,
when I attended the meeting organized by the
Bible Society of India, to my surprise, I received
a Bible. I am very interested to read the Bible at
any time. I am grateful to the Team of BSI for
providing the Bible for me.
Mrs. Rajashree: I am very happy to get one
Bible on behalf of Bible Society of India. Before,
I use to read the Bible of other members of my
family. I could not get sufficient time to read.
Now I have my own Bible. I can read my Bible
regularly and get the valuable spiritual growth
in my Christian life. So, I praise and thank God
for the same.
Mrs Amrita Ganta: I was searching for a real
Christian fellowship and having a Bible for
my own. I know my God is great and greater
than anybody else. After a long time God had
provided one Bible through the Bible Society of
India. From today onwards, I can read my Bible
regularly without borrowing from others.

RANCHI AUXILIARY
Praise be to our Lord Almighty by whose
help and guidance the BSI Ranchi Auxiliary,
once again could have Scripture Engagement
Programmes amidst Covid 19 pandemic
threats in a new manner, on 8th & 12th March
2021 respectively at Bible House Ranchi.
My heartfelt thanks goes to Dr. Chhungi, the
Director CRRM Dept BSI Bangalore under
whose leadership and guidance we were able
to help 50 widows and suffering women. The
Mary Jones Women Fellowship Committee
Members and the Auxiliary Secretary spoke
on different characters of women in the Bible.
They encouraged and strengthened the faith
of the women who were struggling with their
faith and have lost their joy, peace, and hope
due to the pressure of various circumstances in
their lives.
We also had special time of sharing, counseling
and praying for one another. The program
ended with the distribution of the Bibles and
fellowship Lunch.
Testimonies of Faith and Grace of God
Sheela Khess, aged 27 years. She works as a
maid servant. Her husband died in the year
2017 due to some enmity with neighbour who
mixed poison on his food. In that crisis period,
Sheela with her new born baby was compelled
to live with her in-law. Since then, she has been
struggling very hard to earn her daily bread.
Now she is working as maid. She said that after
the death of her husband, for the first time she
is experiencing such a joy, peace and comfort
in her heart. She thanked the BSI for organizing
this Bible study for the women like her. She
assured that she would definitely participate in
the Bible study in future. On Sundays whenever
she gets time, she attends the service NWGEL
Church Ranchi.
Magdali has suicidal tendencies. Only through
the reading of the Bible and Prayer she gets
relief. Hence, she wants to be part of this
Project and continue to study the Bible. She
also requested BSI women to uphold her always
in Prayer. She is the member of CNI Church
Namkom.
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An unnamed widow who lives in the Slum
area of Doranda, Ranchi and is a member
of the nearby CNI Church said that though
she attends the church and prayer meeting
regularly. Nobody explained and encouraged
her so much from the Bible before. She was
left with no child when her husband died
on 4th November 2017, since then she no
longer wanted to live anymore. But this recent
Scripture Engagement Program conducted in
the church has given her new hope to live for
Christ again.

Anita is a vegetable seller and was kicked out
of her home by her young sons and daughter
in laws. At present she sells vegetables to earn
her living, she has no place to stay hence sleeps
in someone’s court yard beside the road. On
Sundays, whenever she gets time, she attends the
service of NWGEL Church Ranchi. “This Bible
will be my companion in the dark night when
I sleep alone beside the road side” says Anita
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Sunita comes from another faith and is married
to a man who is a drunkard. After getting drunk,
her husband used to beat her every day. For two
years BSI Mary Jones Women started going to
her house and began to pray for her husband
and family. Since then, she is experiencing
much peace in her home and husband also
stopped beating her. With much curiosity she
came to the Scripture Engagement Bible study
and she liked the way the stories of the women
characters of the Bible were explained. They
could connect to her problems. She wants to
know more about Christ, Christian life and the
Bible and wants to learn more about how to
pray. She wants to join the regular Bible study
henceforth.
I request all of you to please remember these
women in your daily prayers, that the study of
God’s word will make a difference in their lives.

TAMIL NADU AUXILIARY
Scripture Engagement programme for the
Widow and Suffering Women was organised at
the St. Peters Church in Vyasarpadi where we
can reach out to the poor and the needy in the
community.
The programme began with the Opening
Prayer by Mrs. Nalani Meshack wife of the
Rev. Meshack, the Presbyter in-charge, CSI St.
Peter’s Church. Rev. K. Meshack the Presbyter
of the Church welcomed the participants of the
programme. He conveyed his heartfelt thanks
to the General Secretary of BSI, and to the
Director (CRRM) and the Director (Publishing
and Marketing) for extending their support to
the women who are suffering due to various
reasons. He also expressed that the BSI coming
to help the people in poverty is commendable.
Rev. P. Moses Devadason, our Sr. Auxiliary
Secretary gave a message of encouragement,
explaining how the women in the Bible
handled difficult situations. He emphasized
how the Lord Jesus is concerned about the
suffering women and always with the ones who
are in need of God’s love, mercy and healing.
God wipes the tears of His children as a mother
taking care of her children.

All the participants expressed their thanks to
the Bible Society of India and the various aspects
of the ministry BSI is involved in. Especially a
young mother who came to the meeting with
her two little children who lost her husband in
an accident expressed her thanks for the Bible
given to her saying, “Yes! The Bible is the source
of comfort in my suffering and God answers
the prayers of the Suffering.”

Rev. K. Meshack, Presbyter of CSI St. Peter’s
Church offered the closing Prayer and the
benediction.
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TELANGANA AUXILIARY
Scripture Engagement programme on
‘Empowering Widows & Suffering Women’
was conducted at Utnoorin Adilabad District.
This is a border region of both Telangana and
Maharashtra state. The place we visited was a
tribal area with economically poor Christians

who cannot afford to buy a copy of Bible. We
have distributed 50 Bibles to the women from
different churches and few school bags for the
needy children. The women received the Bible
with great reverence and gratitude towards BSI.
Many were emotionally moved as they were
spiritually strengthened as several of them
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had lost their daily earning due to pandemic.
The increase in Covid 19 cases in Maharashtra
and Telangana had created some obstacles but
the program was successfully conducted and
people were blessed by the Word.
In their responses, one of the women shared
how they were cut off from the church worship
services during the lock down period and how
much they struggle for not having a Bible of
their own. “We had a dream of having a new
Bible for our family and today it is fulfilled as
Psalm 119: 105 says “Thy Word is a Lamp unto
My Feet and Light unto My Path”, we got a lamp
to lighten our house, and I always remind my
children about this”.
Another woman emotionally said “I don’t
know how to read or write; I have never been to
school, my children read the Bible daily for me
and explain to me the wondrous acts of God.”
The pastors who attended the meeting extended
their support to the ministry of BSI and
assured of their prayers for our future projects
and programs. We thank all the donors, the
General Secretary Rev. Dr. M. Mani Chacko
and Dr. Hrangthan Chhungi, Director CRR
& MD for providing all the needed resources
for conducting this program. We thank the
donors through the ISP who contributed for
this Scripture Engagement program.

INTERNATIONAL

Javzaa signs the word ‘salvation’
in Mongolian Sign Language

Sign language translations open
God’s Word for Deaf communities
“The completion last year of the very first Bible in a sign language – American Sign Language –
after nearly four decades of work was a great encouragement to sign language translators and
Deaf communities in other countries,” says United Bible Societies Deaf Ministry Coordinator
Chris Dale. “After many years of being misunderstood, there is now new energy and urgency
behind the task of opening up the Bible for over 400 sign languages.
“Despite serious challenges caused by the pandemic, Deaf translators found new ways to
co-operate, supported by the very timely development of new software tools, which allowed
them to make progress.”
As a result, 16 sign languages used by 2.1 million Deaf people received first or additional
Scripture portions in 2020. Like 99% of Deaf Mongolians, Javzaa can’t read or write and was
frustrated at only being able to experience the Bible through the sign language interpreter
at the Deaf church she attends. She is delighted to be part of the Mongolian Sign Language
translation team, which completed five chapters of Matthew last year.
“There are many souls in need. The one help they need most is the Word of God in sign
language,” signs Javzaa. In December, the Paraguayan Sign Language translation team
completed video translations of the story of Jesus’ birth and shared them on social media just
before Christmas. The videos attracted great excitement among the Deaf community and
were shared by many people.
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NEWS & EVENTS
AIZAWL AUXILIARY
LAUNCHING OF THE BIBLE HOUSE
FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
“The Bible House construction at Aizawl,
the cost of which is estimated at 1,100
lakh, has been going on steadily. The Bible
House Fundraising Committee comprising
of 50 members and four ex-officio members
has been formed to take the initiative in raising
funds for the ongoing construction. An
official kick-off programme for the Bible
House Fundraising campaign was held on
April 9, 2021 at Dawrpui Presbyterian Church
Hall.
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Elder Denghmingthanga, Chairman of
the Fundraising Committee started the
programme with Bible Reading and Prayer.
Rev. Remlalfaka, Auxiliary Secretary presented
highlights of the construction and made an
appeal to the public, after which the fundraising
campaign for the Bible House construction was
officially launched by Rev. Dr. H. Vanlalauva,
Auxiliary President. The event was enlivened
by beautiful songs presented by three of the top
artistes in the State. The programme concluded
with benediction by Rev. Dr. K. Lalrinthanga,
former Auxiliary Vice-President. The event
was broadcasted on leading TV channels in
Mizoram. Awareness campaigns through
different media platforms have also been going
on.”
Mizoram Chief Minister on Instagram
The Instagram update of the present Chief
Minister of Mizoram shows the CM’s gratitude
and appreciation for the tireless effort of the

Bibles for the fire affected families
The BSI, Aizawl Auxiliary distributed 100
Bibles to the fifteen families at Maubawk,
Aizawl whose houses had been burnt down
completely on March 13, 2021. The gift of the
Bibles was received by the local authorities on
behalf of the victims.
Sharing about God’s love and care for the
deprived community.
The Auxiliary Secretary addressing the
orphans and destitute children at the TNT
Centre, Aizawl.
The BSI Braille Calendar being read by
Lalawmpuia, Kolasib, Mizoram
Construction of Bible House
Bible House construction has been going
on steadily, and we are expecting the first
phase (Basement 4-2) to be completed in
March 2022. The Bible House Fundraising
Committee comprising of 54 members has
been formed. This sub-committee takes
initiative in raising funds for the ongoing Bible
House construction. This gives awareness to
the public through media, and will organize
special drives for raising funds.

BSI Collector in enabling him to receive the
BSI Patron Membership dedicated for the State
on his behalf.

Handwritten Bible
The Kristian Thalai Pawl (Presbyterian Church
Youth Fellowship) of the Chanmari West
Hmarveng Presbyterian Church has completed
writing the Bible by hand during 2020. The
one-volume hand-written Bible contains 1,256
pages, weighs 11.650 kilograms and measures
17”x12”x8” when closed. And every single
word was painstakingly written by hand by a
team of 194 young people.
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Members of the Kristian Thalai Pawl
(Presbyterian Church Youth Fellowship) of the
Ramhlun North Pastorate had also completed
writing down of the full Holy Bible in Mizo
Language as Covid19 pandemic lockdown 2020
project. 975 youth along with their pastorate
Pastor had completed this project within 63
days to match the exact number of Books as
found in the Protestant Bible on Friday, the
December 4, 2020.
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Mr. R. K. Farmer along with his dear wife Mrs.
Grace Farmer and younger son Mr. Ritesh
Farmer who was visiting him from Woodstock,
Mussoorie, were invited for the program. His
elder son, Mr. Rohit Farmer who is a Senior
Scientist in USA joined virtually. Mr. and
Mrs. Farmer were welcomed with garlands
& bouquets and Mr. Farmer was presented a
shawl as well.

ALLAHABAD AUXILIARY
Farewell: MR. RAJENDER KUMAR FARMER
we bid farewell to Mr. R. K. Farmer on 22nd
March, 2021 who was to retire on 7th April,
2021. Mr. R.K. Farmer faithfully served
Allahabad Auxiliary, BSI for almost 34 long
years.

Mr. Ravi Singh, Senior Marketing Assistant
led the program. Each staff briefly shared their
experience with Mr. Farmer and family and
wished him health and joy. Auxiliary Secretary
also wished him and his family “Choicest
blessings” of God based on Deuteronomy
33:25b, as thy days, so shall thy strength be.
On behalf of the staff, the Auxiliary Secretary
presented him a Collage with various action
photographs of his long tenure with BSI,
Allahabad Auxiliary. He was also presented
some produce of Mary Jones Kitchen
Garden and Orchid. Mr. Farmer in response,
remembered the long journey, thanked God for
enabling him and blessing him and His family
through BSI. He expressed his sincere thanks
to the General Secretary, Directors, Auxiliary
Secretary and all the colleagues for all the help,
best wishes, respect and love. Mrs. Farmer and
their son, Mr. Ritesh Farmer also expressed
their deep gratitude and recollected their
fond memories of the Bible Society. Mr. Rohit
Farmer & his wife also virtually shared about
Mr. Farmer and his values and principles of life
and expressed their gratitude to God and BSI.
Towards the close Rev. J. Sundara Raj,
Executive Committee member & Vice
President, Allahabad Auxiliary, also joined
and acknowledged the legacy Mr. Farmer is
leaving behind. After exhortation from the
Word of God, he offered the prayer especially
for Mr. Farmer and family and pronounced the
benediction. The program was followed by the
fellowship refreshment.
On 7th April, 2021 we again had a brief time
of saying final Farewell to Mr. Farmer as we
handed over the retirement gift cheque to him
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as directed by the beloved General Secretary.
Mr. Farmer conveyed his gratitude to the
General Secretary and the management. We
offered prayer for him and his family followed
by the refreshment served by him.

ANDHRA PRADESH AUXILIARY
Bible Exhibition at SIMMS Baptist Church,
Vizianagaram. Thanks to Mr. R. S. John,
Andhra Pradesh Auxiliary Committee
Member for all his efforts to conduct this.
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The BSI Andhra Pradesh Auxiliary distributed the Braille Bibles to the visually challenged people.

BOMBAY AUXILIARY
Bible Sunday Observance
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1.Bible Sunday at Shekinah Church, Bhingar,
Ahmednagar on January 24, 2021
2.Bible Sunday at St. Saviours Church CNI,
Ahmednagar on January 24, 2021
3.Bible Sunday at Believers Fellowship Church,
Maliwada, Ahmednagar on February 07, 2021

“Your Word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path.”
- Psalm 119:105
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DIMAPUR AUXILIARY
18th BSI THANKSGIVING SERVICE HELD
“The 18th Thanksgiving Service of Bible Society
of India, Dimapur Auxiliary was held on
11th April 2021 at Manipur Baptist Convention
Centre Church, Imphal (MBCCCI). More than
1500 people representing 36 communities
attended the programme. Six Branches
from Manipur State participated both in the
Thanksgiving Service and Branches Seminar.
Rev. Zuakamang Daimai, Pastor of MBCCCI
led the service. Rev. L. Timothy Phaomei,
President BSI Imphal Branch extended words
of welcome. Rev. Dr T. K. Muana, Secretary,
BSI Churachandpur Branch shared the Word
of God. He stated that BSI is one the most
important mission societies, which supplies
the life transforming Word of God to people,
He challenged the congregation to liberally
contribute finances towards
Translation,
Production and Distribution of God’s Word” to
all in Churachandpur”.
BSI Dimapur Auxiliary acknowledged the
highest contributions of the Branches and
Individuals for the FY 1st April 2020-31st
March 2021. The BSI Kohima Branch gave
the highest contributions, second highest was
BSI Churachandpur Branch and the third
highest was BSI Akuvuto Branch. Individual
highest contributors were- Late Lhovihe
Yeptho Descendants Sürümi Village, Er. &
Mrs. L. Leyang & Family, Dimapur and Mr.
Nikhashe Chophy. Appreciation Certificates
were handover to them by Rev. Dr. N. Paphino,
President, Dimapur Auxiliary.
The BSI Kohima Branch Team presented a
beautiful song “Because He Lives, I can face
tomorrow.”
The Auxiliary Secretary and
Treasurer Reports were presented and received.
Mr. Joyson Thangal, Assistant Marketing
Officer, BSI proposed Vote of Thanks. The
Thanksgiving service was concluded with a
Hymn “I am happy in the Service of the King,”
and benediction was pronounced by Rev.
48 | Sowing Circle | Jan - June 2021

Mangholen Kipgen Missionary, KBC. A very
insightful seminar was conducted for the office
bearers of the Branches after Thanksgiving
Service. The BSI Dimapur Auxiliary expressed
its appreciation and thankfulness to BSI Imphal
Branch for hosting the Annual Thanksgiving
Service at MBCCC, Imphal.

JABALPUR AUXILIARY
REPORT ON 72nd REPUBLIC DAY
On the occasion of 72nd Republic Day the staff
of the Bible Society of India, Jabalpur Auxiliary
came together to celebrate this occasion on the
26th of January 2021

The BSI Wancho Branch Inauguration
The BSI Wancho Branch was inaugurated
on 20th February 2021 at Niaunu Wancho
Baptist Churches Association, Mission Centre,
Longding, Arunachal Pradesh. All the Pastors
of 67 Churches, Mission Staff and other Church
leaders attended the inaugural programme. Mr.
Nokwang Wangsu chaired the session and Mr.
Honman Wangjen, Executive Secretary, WBCA
extended words of welcome to BSI team and
delegates to the programme. Rev. Dr. Yiepetso
Wezah, Auxiliary Secretary shared the ministry
of the BSI and Mr. Ganhang Aran Marketing
Assistant spoke on the role of a Branch. Rev.
Ahoa Wangsu pronounced benediction. It was
a very fruitful programme. We look forward
to their active participation in the life and
ministry of the BSI.
Kohima Branch Office Bearers installation
The BSI Kohima Branch Office Bearers and
Church representative installation was held
on 17th February 2021 at Police Union Baptist
Church, Phesama. Rev. Dr. N. Paphino,
President, Dimapur Auxiliary shared the Word
of God and installed Office Bearers.
Braille Scripture Distribution
On 20th November 2020, Braille Scriptures
and Calendars were distributed to Prodigal
Home and Blind School, Fellowship Colony,
Dimapur. They were so happy that they can
read Scriptures for themselves.

Mr. Varun Washington led the program. Mr.
Manish Landge led the opening prayer. The
Bible reading was taken from Genesis Ch.21:22
-34. Mr. Varun Washington highlighted about
the importance of this day. The patriotic fervour
of the people on this day brings the whole
country together even in her essential diversity.
Every part of the country is represented on

“We invite you to pray
for and financially partner
with this life-changing work
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KARNATAKA AUXILIARY

occasion, which makes the Republic Day the
most popular of all the national holidays of
India.
Rev. Daniel Nath, the Auxiliary Secretary spoke
on this occasion and related its importance in
our daily lives. Mr. Manish Landge also shared
his views on this occasion. Rev. Daniel Nath, the
Auxiliary Secretary hoisted the Flag. Thereafter
the national anthem was sung. We all had a cup
of coffee together and then dispersed to our
respective homes.

RELEASE OF KANNADA AUDIO BIBLE
We thank and praise God for His grace in
bringing out the Kannada Audio Bible. This
was a much awaited project. People who are
visually challenged and not literates were able
to listen to God’s Word and get engaged with it.
Rt. Rev. Dr. Prasanna Kumar Samuel, Bishop,
CSI Karnataka Central Diocese, President BSI,
released the Kannada Audio Bible during the
Divine Worship Service at CSI Shanthi Church,
Bangalore. We are grateful to Rev. George
Jayaprabhu and the Pastorate Committee of the
Church for accommodating us. It was a blessed
service. Our thanks to Mr. Caleb Martin Hilton,
Associate Director, BSI Media and Special
Audience and his team for his ardent support.

Bible Distribution at CNI Christ Church,
Manipur, Umariya
The Bible Society of India, Jabalpur Auxiliary
visited the Christ Church, CNI, Manpur,
Umariya on Sunday the 14th March 2021. It
was indeed a joy to be in their midst and share
from the Word of God. I was taken up to see
the enthusiasm and the thirst for the Word of
God.
The BSI Jabalpur Auxiliary had the privilege to
distribute the Bibles to 85 parishioners, who so
happily accepted it. It was indeed a joy to see
the happiness on their faces. The Bibles were
distributed to the Field Workers and most of
them are new believers.
The Christ Church is the branch of St. Paul’s
Church, Ghamapur, Jabalpur. We extend our
gratitude to the Pastor in assisting us in our
programme.
May the Lord Almighty bless the congregation
of Manpur Church and may they continue to
grow in spirituality and walk in the path of
righteousness.
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GOSPEL MEETING
Gospel meeting was organized at Yesu
Premalaya, Sidlaghatta off Bangalore on
January 22nd, 2021. Congregations from other
denominations were present at the Gospel
meeting. It was a day that was dedicated to
grow spiritually.
Rev. Shashikala Alva brought the Word of God;
she spoke on the importance of engaging with
God’s Word.

BIBLE SALES IN GANGAVATHI
Despite the pandemic causing closings during
the shutdown, the BSI Karnataka Auxiliary was
able to organize the Bible Sales at Gangavathi
from January 29th to 31st, 2021 with the
support of local Churches.
“People have said, ‘You know I’ve just needed
to get into God’s Word more, had more
time to think about it, and I just really need
encouragement,” said Rev. Shashikala Alva,
Auxiliary Secretary, BSI Karnataka Auxiliary

SCRIPTURE ENGAGEMENT:
“NORMA FENDRICH HIGH SCHOOL”
(NFHS) A METHODIST MISSION
SCHOOL, MANGALPET, BIDAR
It was a joy to speak to the students and teaching
staff of Methodist Mission School on March
13th, 2021. Rev. Shashikala Alva exposed the
students to a greater hands-on engagement
with the Bible in the skills of discipline, leading
them to ask questions and make discoveries
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and then share their findings with one another
so they apply their knowledge more deeply.
She also prompted the teaching staff to do less
lecturing and more coaching, so that students
are practicing the skills of observation,
interpretation, and application as they make
their way through Scripture. A special thanks
to Mr. Edison Joseph, Head Master, NFHS and
Mr. Vijaykumar, Principal of Norma Fendrich
Methodist Pre-University College.

Churches and Christian Institutions requested
that we go in on a yearly basis. We thank and
praise God for the good sales we had.
FAMILY SEMINAR AT ST. PAUL’S
CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH, BIDAR
The Bible Society of India organized family
Seminar on March 12th, 2021. Many pastors’
NATIONAL BIBLE FESTIVAL IN BIDAR,
KARNATAKA
BSI National Bible Festival was organized
in Bidar’s Mangalpet a Christian Colony
from March 12th to 14th, 2021. Rev. M. P.
Jaypaul, District Superintendent, Methodist
Bidar (North), Rev. D’Souza Thomas, District
Superintendent, Methodist Bidar (South)

along with other pastors and Christian leaders
of various denominations were present during
the inaugural. Bible Exhibition gave us an
opportunity to create a common platform for all
Churches to come together. Varieties of Bibles
were on display for sales. A vast majority of the
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families along with the Church members and
their families were present. Rev. Shashikala
Alva, Auxiliary Secretary, shared God’s Design
for family from Biblical Perspective. It was
reiterated that it was God who instituted
marriage and it is a covenant and not a contract.

personal testimony as how the Lord picked
him from being a sickly and depressed child
to attempting suicide at the age of 16 and used
him mightily globally for God’s glory.
Dr. Benny challenged the young men and
women that “If he could be made useful, anyone
in this world can. If his dreams can come true,
anyone’s dreams can. If his sin and shame has
been exchanged for righteousness and new life
by the Almighty God who died to set us free,
anyone’s sin and shame can be exchanged.
Topics like: “What is a Christian Home?”
“Husband and wife Relationship”, “Parenting”
were addressed. We give all glory to God for
the families that are built on Christ the Rock.
YOUTH MEETING
An evening with Dr. Benny Prasad, a Gospel
Musician, and World Record Holder for the
fastest to travel to every nation, 245 nations in
Finally, he said, “You are never too bad or sinful
for God to redeem and transform.”
We thank God for the blessed time we had in
Bidar in ministering. Our special thanks to
Rev. M. P. Jaypaul, District Superintendent,
Methodist Church, Bidar (North), Rev. D’Souza
Thomas, District Superintendent, Methodist
Church, Bidar (South), BSI Karnataka Auxiliary

6 years, 6 months and 22 days was the guest
speaker at the youth meeting organized by the
BSI Karnataka Auxiliary at St. Paul’s Central
Church, Bidar. Youth from different walks of
life and from all Churches participated in the
meet and were blessed. Dr. Benny shared his

Committee Member, Rev. Dr. Christopher
David, Associate Pastor, St. Paul’s Central
Methodist Church, BSI Karnataka Auxiliary
Committee Member, all the pastors and the
pastoral committee members of the Churches
for their ardent support.
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Team from Karnataka Auxiliary visited various
Churches in Bidar on March 14th, 2021 to
observe Bible Sunday.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
We were able to organize Women’s Retreat at
Zion Methodist Church Bidar North and at
St. Paul’s Methodist Church, Shahganj. The
participants from other Methodist Churches
were blessed. We had a blessed interaction
time. We had a dedicated time of praying for
one another.
CELEBRATING PALM SUNDAY AMONG
THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OF
NA G A R H O L E , K A R NATA K A
We had a privilege to visit the Indigenous
people of Nagarhole forest. It was a joy to
celebrate the triumphal entry of our Lord Jesus
Christ. It was remarkable day sharing about
the work of the Bible Society of India and from
God’s Word. People in spite of their poverty,
gave liberally for the Bible Cause. We were
blessed through their love and hospitality.
THANK GOD!!
God has been good to all of us in the past
year. In the midst of crisis, struggles and
uncertainties once again he proved that He is
close to us. The Karnataka Auxiliary thanks our
General Secretary Rev. Dr. M. Mani Chacko for
his leadership and guidance. Thanks are due to
the President of the Auxiliary Committee
Rt. Rev. Prasanna Kumar Samuel,
Ln. Mr. M.O. Varghese, the treasurer and all the
members for their encouragement and support
54 | Sowing Circle | Jan - June 2021

in the ongoing ministry of the Auxiliary. A
special word of gratitude to all Churches for
welcoming us and supporting us financially.
Also to our friends, well wishers, volunteers
and donors for walking extra miles during this
crisis situation.
We continue to live in uncertain times. We
face this crisis together. Covid 19 reminds us
that we all can fall sick and that we are all inter
connected and we need each other. No matter
where we are, who we are and what we do, we
are precious to our Creator. Our faith in Christ
sustains us and our hope encourages us to move
forward in the midst of difficulties.

KERALA AUXILIARY
Maramon Convention
Kerala Auxiliary arranged Bible Stall at the
Maramon Convention Nagar during the
126th session of Maramon Convention, one
of the largest Christian spiritual gatherings in
the state, which was held from 14th to 21st
February 2021. Even though the Convention
was conducted under strict restrictions of
Covid-19, with limited attendance, BSI was
able to make most of the varieties of Scriptures
available for the faith community. Time was set
apart to share about the work of the BSI and
people were encouraged to partner with the
Bible Cause.
64th Annual Meeting and Thanksgiving Service
“No life should be considered unworthy or

incapable to receive God’s Word. Like a farmer
who with patient labour transforms every
terrain and makes it good to receive the seed,
every life can be transformed to become the
good one to receive the Word of God”, exhorted
Rt. Rev. Dr Abraham Mar Paulos, BSI Central
Council member inaugurating the 64th Annual
Meeting and Thanksgiving Service which was
conducted at Kottayam Jerusalem Mar Thoma
Church on 24th March 2021. The Auxiliary

President H.G. Dr Yuhanon Mar Chrysostomos
Metropolitan presided over the meeting.
“The pandemic crisis has caused to nurture in
many, a greater commitment to and in the Word
of God. Many have moved from a superficial
reading towards a deeper and systematic
engagement with the Bible”, remarked H. G.
Dr Yuhanon Mar Chrysostomos Metropolitan,
in the presidential address. Auxiliary Vice
President Rt. Rev. Dr Oommen George gave
the benedictory address. The newly installed
Bishop of the CSI Central Kerala Diocese Rt.
Rev. Dr Sabu K. Cherian, who was a former
Auxiliary Committee member, was felicitated
during the meeting on behalf of the Auxiliary.
Rev. Dr Prakash K. George, the Principal of
the Mar Thoma Theological Seminary and the
former BSI Translations Committee member
gave the keynote address. He challenged the
BSI supporters and members for a deeper
engagement with the Word of God, which is
sure to provide us with enduring value to our
lives. Rev. K. Y. Jacob, Rev. Dr Isaac V. Mathew,
Prof. Baby M. Varghese, Rev. Dr Mathew
Varkey, Rev. Dr Samuel T. Varghese, Dr Mrs.
Dona Elizabeth Sam (BSI Central Council
Youth Representative), Evangelist M. C. Kurian,
and Mr. George Mathew spoke on the occasion.
The Auxiliary Secretary presented the Annual
Report and the Treasurer Mr. Jacob John
Coipurath presented the Annual Accounts for
the year 2019-2020. Awards for Excellence were
given to the regions and branches that had put
in their best efforts in Resource Mobilization.
The singing session by the youth team of the
parish was a blessed experience. Time was set
apart to intercede for the ministry of the BSI.
The event was live-streamed for the benefit of
branch members and supporters who could
not travel to attend the meeting owing to the
pandemic restrictions. The meeting provided
a new vision and enthusiasm to engage in the
work of the Bible Cause, amid the crisis caused
by the pandemic.
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Felicitation to Marthoma Metropolitan
The newly installed Metropolitan of the Mar
Thoma Church Dr Theodosius Marthoma
Metropolitan, who has been incorporated as
the BSI Executive Committee member was
felicitated during the special meeting convened
by the BSI Tiruvalla West Branch on Monday,
the 18th of January 2021. Rev. Thomas Mathew
presided over the meeting and Fr. Dr K. M.
George was the special guest at the occasion.
Many leaders of the various churches graced
the occasion which provided a blessed time for
the branch members to gather for the meeting
after about a year.

Malappuram Regional Meeting
The meeting of the branch leaders of the
Malappuram region of the Bible society was
conducted on 16th January 2021 at the BSI
Bible Bhavan, Palunda, Malappuram. It was
a blessed time of rejuvenation for the branch
officials after the severe restrictions to work
and movement imposed by the pandemic. The
meeting was presided by the Region President
Rev. T. V. Thomas which was organized by the
Regional Coordinator
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Mr. K. Franklin. Many clergy, pastors, and
leaders attended the meeting and drew plans
for resource mobilization efforts. Handing
over Ceremony of the Malayalam Handwritten
Bible- Print Version: Malayalam Bible (Sathya
Veda Pusthakam BSI-OV), hand-scripted by
Mr. Immanuel Henry, member of Church
of South India-Mateer Memorial Church,
Thiruvananthapuram and released by Most
Rev. Dharmaraj Rasalam in 2015 has generated
much interest among Bible lovers. The specialty
of the Bible is that it is written exactly as the BSI
Malayalam Bible, in the same size, and with the
same number words in each page. Mr. Henry,
an engineer at BSNL, prayerfully committed
himself to this task, out of his deep love and zeal
for God’s Word, working for many hours each
day, for four years towards the completion of
this goal. The request of the MM Church parish
committee and the many others for a printed
version of the Handwritten Bible was approved
by the BSI General Secretary Rev. Dr M. Mani
Chacko. The Production Department under
the leadership of its Senior Director Mr. Ashith
Ezekiel took up the challenge of rendering the
Handwritten Script to quality print format.
BSI Kerala Auxiliary Secretary Rev. Mathew

Skariah handed over the copy of the special
edition Bible to the presbyter of MM Church,
Rev. D. Jacob during the Sunday worship service
on the 18th of April 2021, in the presence of
other presbyters, Mr. Immanuel Henry, Chev.
Dr Koshy M. George (BSI Central Council
Member and Trivandrum City Coordinator),
and the entire congregation. It was a joyous
moment when the parish community rejoiced
as they received a special Bible for themselves.
CSI Mateer Memorial Church, located at the
LMS (London Missionary Society) compound,
at the headquarters of the South Kerala
Diocese of the Church of South India, at
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India provides
wholehearted support to the Bible Society
ministry.

Dr. Saphir Athyal on his 90th birthday was
greeted by the Kerala Auxiliary Secretary , Rev.
Mathew Skaria with a bouquet on behalf of
the Bible Society of India. Dr. Saphir is a close
friend and a well wisher of the BSI.

NORTH WEST INDIA AUXILIARY
Mrs. Mona Matthew - An Inspiration to all of
us Mrs. Mona Matthew, the oldest supporter
of the Bible Society of India, North West India
Auxiliary is involved with BSI, NWIA from
her college time. Capt. E. N. Sinclair, Auxiliary
Secretary of BSI, NWIA visited her parent’s
house in 1959 (that time she was just 23 years
and was doing college studies). He expressed
his desire to open a Branch in Jalandhar,
Punjab. Mrs. Mona’s parents willingly accepted
and welcomed his proposal. They informed
and encouraged all church members about
this proposal of being a part of God’s work.

So they decided to hold a meeting at Manor
House (Parents’ Residence) and everyone
joyfully joined their hands together to be a
part of God’s ministry. That is how BSI, NWIA
Jalandhar Branch was inaugurated in 1959.
Mrs. Leah David (Mrs. Mona’s mother) was
selected as President of Jalandhar Branch. In
one of the meetings it was decided to have BSI,
NWIA Jalandhar, Suranussi ‘Branch Fete’ in the
beginning of February. Since then every year
they are organizing Fete in Suranassi.
Suranussi is few miles away from Jalandhar.
When Mission School buildings were completed
in Suranussi, they started to have Fete there
and for number of years the Suranussi Branch
has been organizing Fete in Mission School,
Mission Compound (Jalandhar City).
Now Mrs. Mona Matthew is 84 years old
and shifted to Noida, UP. Still she is actively
involved with the Bible Society of India, North
West India Auxiliary. She participates in all our
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programmes and donates for the Bible Cause
generously. Her involvement with BSI, NWIA
is remarkable. She had also participated in the
‘Bible Society of India’s 200 Years’ celebrations
in Guntur, Andhra Pradesh.
Now she is suffering with Parkinson, and
unable to travel. Rev. Gershombhai, Auxiliary
Secretary visited her house on 23rd January
2021 and prayed for her speedy recovery. As
her heart is always full of love and dedication
towards the ministry of Bible Society, she gifted
a Cheque of Rs.2000/- for the Bible Cause again.
We are thankful to God for such kind of
committed Donors for the Bible Cause.

they used it to listen to the Word of God, but
due to lack of time we could hear only a few of
them.
Also they have expressed their heartfelt thanks
to the Bible Society of India for making
available the Audio Bible freely by pouring out
their heartfelt thanks and feelings of joy and
happiness as we read :Mrs. Surama Pradhan: I am from the village
Tomando, Dist. Kurdah. Once I had heard

ODISHA AUXILIARY
Audio Bible & Calendar Distribution to the
visually challenged - 2021 We had a nice time
with the visually challenged people at the
Village called Mayfair Nagar, dist. Khurda on
the above mentioned date. They were very
happy to receive the Audio Bible. After the
distribution, we have taught them how to use
it, and many were able to learn and wanted
to share their testimony about how they were
excited on receiving the Audio Bible and how
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about Jesus healing the blind man, and I was
interested to know about Jesus. Though I
cannot see the world through my physical eye
but I could see Jesus through my spiritual eye.
So I have started hearing the Word of God. I
eagerly wanted to read the whole Bible but it
was not possible for me to get the full volume.

But to my surprise I got an Audio Bible from
the Bible Society which is very much precious
to me that I looked for. Now I can hear the
whole Bible that is Word of God. I am thankful
to the Bible Society of India for giving me this
precious gift.

was in critical condition, at that time I met with
a man of God, who shared about Jesus Christ
and his power and prayed for my mother and
after sometime she was healed. From that day
onwards I have a strong faith in Jesus Christ
and interested to hear about Him. Fortunately,

Mr. Behari Rajhans: I am from the village
Nuangaon, dist. Khurdha. My father is suffering
from Leprosy. So though I am facing many
challenges due to my eye sight, I have to go for
begging, in order to treat my father. Meanwhile
I could meet with a brother who came to my
house and prayed for me and my father and
gave some medicine. After few days my father
improved his health. From that day onwards I
had faith on Jesus Christ and wanted to know
more about Him. Finally I got an Audio Bible
from the Bible Society of India which will be
very helpful. I will listen to it every day.

I became a part of this meeting arranged by
BSI and received an Audio Bible and learn to
open, through which I can hear about God and
strong in faith. I am really thankful to the Bible
Society of India for providing an Audio Bible
freely to me.

Mr. Nilachal Pradhan: I am from Khandagiri,
Dist.Khurdha. I could play Keyboard and Tabla
instruments. Once my mother was very sick and

RANCHI AUXILIARY
Even in the midst of the covid-19 pandemic,
we the Ranchi Auxiliary had taken a mandate
to create a balance between the pre-covdid 19
work style and what needs to be done to be
more efficient in this New Normal.
Our Marketing personnel with new vigour and
enthusiasm are back in the field to bridge the
gap between Bible Society and People. The goal
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is to bring Bible closer to the people and vice
versa. The colleagues are at the doors of the
people for providing them with their choice
Bible. We could see that the people were so
overjoyed to receive their long-awaited Bibles.
One of our senior donors, who due to weak
eyesight was not able to read the regular font
Bible for a long time, received the Large letter
Bible with a great joy and said now “I will again
be able to read Bible every day, thank you Bible
Society for giving me this Large letter Bible.”
What a marvellous occasion to witness!
Another Pastor from Barharwa town was also
very excited to buy an OV PL Zip with Red
letter Hindi Bible. Desiring to get it in his own
language, he asked, “If the Bible Society could
give us the same variety in Santali would be
helpful too?” We see the desire for the Bible
amongst the people in Jharkhand and Bihar
states. By God’s grace, we are able to provide
the people with their most liked Bibles, even in
the midst of pandemic. Praise be to our God.
Republic Day Celebration: Like every year, this
year also Ranchi Auxiliary Celebrated the 71st
Republic day, on 26th January 2021, at 8.30 am
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at Bible House, Ranchi. The celebration begun
with Flag hoisting and singing of National
Anthem, followed by Morning prayer which
was organized by the staff. Mr. Atulya Kujur led
the Morning Prayer and a special prayer was
offered for our Nation India. May our nation
leap to greater heights with peace, unity and
love.

SHILLONG AUXILIARY
Presenting a Short message to our friends in
the New Hope Centre, Mawdiangdiang.
New Hope Centre. Photo No 1
With friends (inmates) at the New Hope Centre
who promised to read the Bible and Change
their lives.
New Hope Centre. Photo No 2
Children at the Rev S.Wollington Children
Home received Scriptures and School Bags.
Rev S.Wollington Children Home. Photo No 3
&4

“We invite you to pray for
and partner with this
life-changing work.”
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TAMIL NADU AUXILIARY
STAFF CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME
The Bible Society of India Christmas
programme was held in the Bible House of BSI
TN Auxiliary on 21st December 2020 at 11.00
a.m. The opening prayer was done by Rev.
Alfred Chandrasekar, Pastor TELC Church,
Annanagar, Chennai.
The Auxiliary Secretary welcomed the
gathering and greeted the Presbyters, Auxiliary
Committee Members, Branch Officers and
the staff who participated in the Christmas
programme. The special Christmas greetings
and support to BSI ministry was assured by
Rev. S. Sam Rajkumar, Rev. Samuel Prabhakar,
Rev. Anand Antony and Rev. Christopher
Rathinasamy and they also emphasized the

importance of the Word of God. The Christmas
message was shared by our President, the Rt.
Rev. Dr. J. George Stephen Bishop of CSI Madras
Diocese expressing how we should celebrate
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Christmas during this COVID 19. He said the
media projected the death of corona, but the
media did not project the death of famine in
2020. In the year 2021, according to World
Food Corporation there would be famine. As
there will be famine without getting the Word of
God so also even for the famine in getting food
for the world. Christmas gifts were distributed
to all the participants. Mr. Gnanadurai Balraj,
Branch Secretary of BSI Choolaimedu Branch
presented the vote of thanks. The programme
came to a close with prayer and benediction by
Rev. S. Sam Rajkumar, Auxiliary Committee
Member.
REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATION
On 26th January 2021 around 7.30 a.m we had
gathered around the National Flag in front of
our Office to pay respect to our Nation on the
Republic Day Celebration. Mr. V. Premkumar,
Asst. Manager (Marketing) led us in the
Opening Prayer. Rev. P. Moses Devadason,
Auxiliary Secretary welcomed the Chief Guests,
Rev. Manuel S. Titus, CSI Diocesan Secretary
and Rev. Christopher Rathinasamy Presbyter
– in-Charge, CSI Ulaga Meetpar Aalayam and
the staff of BSI TN Auxiliary.
The Scripture portion Mark 12: 15 – 17 was
read by Mrs. Premalatha. The National flag
was hoisted by our Chief Guest Rev. Manuel S.
Titus, CSI Diocesan Secretary along with Rev.
Christopher Rathinasamy followed by National
Anthem. Rev. Christopher Rathinasamy
brought special greetings and spoke about
the formation of the constitution of India

of the Church had delivered a speech on God’s
Word. The Auxiliary Secretary greeted the
Pastor’s from different denominations. Many
young people participated in this meeting.
New Branch Officers were nominated and it
was explained to them how they could support
BSI Ministry. Many varieties of Bibles were
exhibited and the people eagerly bought the
Bibles. On 8th November 2020, Sunday the
Auxiliary Secretary shared God’s message at
8.30 a.m Harvest Festival Service.

by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, father of the Indian
constitution. The Chief Guest Rev Manuel S.
Titus message on the Republic Day was very
encouraging and inspiring to all of us. He
emphasized on the following four principals
expressed in our preamble. Fraternity,
Equality, Liberty & Justice in social, economic
and political matters. Liberty of thought,
expression, belief, faith and worship. Equality
of status and of opportunity and promotion of
Fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual
and the unity and integrity of the Nation.
Rev. Christopher Rathinasamy offered the
closing prayer and the benediction by Rev.
Manuel S. Titus.

TIRUNELVELI AREA LEVEL MEETING
The Tirunelveli Area Level Meeting was held
on 07th November 2020 from 10.30 a.m to
1.00 p.m at CSI Oswald Hall at the Holy Trinity
Cathedral Church. Branch Officers from
different Churches attended the meeting. The
meeting was held with social distancing and
pandemic norms. Rev. Peter Devadas, the
Presbyter was appreciating the efforts of BSI
Ministry during the pandemic period. The
Auxiliary Secretary Rev. P. Moses Devadason
encouraged the participants for their sacrificial
involvement. The Branch Officers shared their
promotional activities for the BSI ministry.
The meeting came to a close with the fellowship
Lunch.

KOVILPATTI AREA LEVEL MEETING:
The Kovilpatti Area Level Meeting was held
on Sunday the 8th November 2020 at CSI St.
Paul’s Church, Kovilpatti from 4.00 PM to
6.00 P.M. Rev. D.G.A. Thomas, the Presbyter
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The Diocesan Men’s Fellowship Director Rev.
Jebavasagam invited the Auxiliary Secretary
for the forth coming Men’s Fellowship meeting
on the 16th of January 2021 to share about
BSI Ministry. About 2000 men are to attend
this meeting. We are glad to receive this
opportunity. The meeting came to an end with
fellowship Lunch.

TUTICORIN BRANCH MEETING:
The Tuticorin Area Level Branch Meeting was
held at CSI St. Patrick’s Church Parish Hall on
06th November 2020 from 10.30 a.m to 1.00
p.m. The Branch meeting started with prayer
offered by Rev. Ratnasingh and the Auxiliary
Secretary shared about the hope and protection
that God is providing us in this period of
pandemic. Everyone promised to collect more
offering and support BSI Ministry.
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TUTICORIN – NAZARETH MEN’S’
FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE:
On 16th January 2021 at Jesus Redeems Retreat
Centre Jebamalai, Tenkasi for Tuticorin Nazareth Diocese Men’s Fellowship Conference
was organized by the Diocese. In the morning
session Rev. P Moses Devadason shared God’s
message and the ministry of the BSI. More
than 2500 participants were gathered from
all over the Diocese and 70 Pastors of the
Diocese also participated. We also distributed
our promotional pamphlets. It was a blessed
event. The Rt. Rev. S.E.C. Devasahyam, CSI
Bishop of Tuticorin- Nazareth Diocese and our
Vice President presided over the meeting and
encouraged the Pastors and the participants to
support liberally for the Bible cause.

on the ‘Christian Food habits and Health
Hazards’, it was a lively interactive session.
Rev. James Cecil, Presbyter In-charge
of St. John’s Church took a session on
‘Characteristics of a Leader and importance
of good Leadership’. We invited children of
senior branch officers who entered eternal
glory and appreciated their services for
Bible cause. They spoke on their parents’
commitment and planned work for BSI.
These sessions gave insights to the new

TELANGANA AUXILIARY
Report on Aaron’s & Hur’s Meet -2021
(Emerging Leaders Conference) March
13th 2021St. Ann’s Generalate, Tarnaka
– Secunderbad On 13th March 2021 we
organized emerging leader’s conference
in Telangana Auxiliary to develop new
leaders and educate more people about
BSI ministries. In recent days some of our
branch officers have entered eternal glory
and many are very old. This program helped
to create supporting system for the branch
officers and also second line leadership to
continue the ministry.

The program was inaugurated by the
Auxiliary President Dr. Sanjay A Paul
followed by a brief meditation. The
auxiliary secretary gave a presentation
on ‘The Need and Importance of young
leaders in BSI ministry today’. Dr. Ashish
Chauhan, M.D Apollo Secunderbad spoke

participants on how to coordinate and
work in their respective branches. The new
participants/leaders were challenged and
encouraged by all the speakers. We got a
positive feedback and many committed
themselves to be BSI representatives and
fund raisers in their respective districts.
We thank our General Secretary Dr. Mani
Chacko for prayerful encouragement for
us to do this program and all the auxiliary
leadership and staff for their cooperation
and commitment.
BIBLE SUNDAY
“For I am convinced that neither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39
In the pandemic conditions also the
Telangana Auxiliary has taken initiative
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to conduct programs at different levels
for different age groups at various places.
In the past few months, we had visited
different places of Telangana to cater to
the needs of the people providing them the
Word of God; we sowed the seeds (Word)
in many lives so that in future we can reap
fruits for the Bible cause. The pandemic
really affected the finances of the church
but still some churches observed Bible
Sundays and supported generously for
the Bible cause. Apart from Bible Sundays
we have conducted a Bible sale at the
churches wherever it is needed on Bible
Sundays. The following churches observed
Bible Sundays. CSI Church, Mancherial,
Believers Church, Mandamari, Glorious
Ministries, Godavarikhani, Dilsukhnagar
Baptist Church, CSI Wesley Church, Clock
Tower.

Pastors’ Meet:
We visited many places in Karimnagar
district in the past three to four months
and conducted Pastors meet and donors
meet with the help of branch officers. We
have planned to start few new branches
at different places where the pastors from
different denominations showed interest
and came forward to support the BSI
Ministries.

1.Huzurabad. 2.Bhupalapally.
3.Karimnagar.

Revived Branches:
On 7th March 2021, with the help of the
Karimnagar branch officers and other
supporters of the BSI in the Karimnagar
District and local pastors we have revived
the BSI Jagityal Branch, BSI NTPC Branch
and BSI Godavarikhani Branch with the
new members as Branch officers, they
assured full support for the Bible cause and
promised their commitment to BSI.
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Virtual Programs: - BSI Explorers Kids: On January 26th Republic Day, the
Auxiliary had conducted a virtual program
for BSI Explorers (kids) with a video

competition on the theme “Me & My
Bible” where many kids have participated
and expressed their relation with the Bible
and prizes were given to the winners. The
online Zoom program was attended by
many kids from different denominational
churches and kids not only from Telangana
but also from other neighboring states have
participated.
Thanks Giving Prayer Meeting: We also had a Branch Officers Virtual
Prayer Thanksgiving Fellowship on 16th
February, for our branch officers and the
families of the branch officers who struggled
for the Bible Cause till their last breath and
expired in this pandemic situation due to
health reasons. Remembering our dear
ones - Mr. N.R. Wilson, Treasurer, BSI
Mehdipatnam Branch, Mr. P. Ram Mohan
Roy, Secretary, BSI Saidabad Branch, Mr.
R.A. Benjamin, Secretary, BSI Jagityal
Branch, Mr. P. Sudhakar, Treasurer, BSI
Kazipet Branch, and Mr. I.S. David,
President BSI Devarakonda Branch.
International Women’s’ Day Celebrations: On 9th March 2021 the Auxiliary had
conducted an online Zoom program
for Mary Jones Vaakya Vanithalu with
the theme “Wear Ur Attitude” - She Is
Clothed in Strength and Dignity and She
Laughs Without Fear - Prov 31:25,, in this
program Mrs. J. Parimala Hana Nutan,
IPS Officer was the speaker. Many women
across Telangana State had participated
and shared their joy for being part of BSI
Ministries.

CRRMD Project:
As part of the CRRMD Project the
Auxiliary has conducted BSI WORDIES
- Youth Empowerment & Leadership
Training Program – 2021 on 13th and
14th February, at Henry Martin Institute,
Shivarampally with a Theme - “TO BE
AN EXAMPLE” - Let no one despise your
youth, but set the believers an example in
speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in
purity. 1 Timothy 4:12. It was a two days’
program, where youth from different parts
of the State actively participated in the
program and they were trained for the
agents of change for the Bible Cause in the
coming days. The youth have promised
to extend their helping hands for the BSI
Ministries in their areas, helping the branch
officers.
Bible House Construction:
The Bible House construction at RP Road,
Secunderabad is still in progress, the 1st
slab was laid on 9th February 2021, and the
2nd slab was laid on 6th March 2021 and
recently, we have finished third slab work

on 26th March 2021 with all your prayers
and support.
We thank God for giving this wonderful
opportunity to reach, serve and invite
people to support the Bible cause. We thank
the General Secretary Dr. M. Mani Chacko,
auxiliary officers, branch officers and all the
directors at central office for their prayers
and support.
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CENTRAL OFFICE
MEDIA AND SPECIAL AUDIENCE
DEPARTMENT
DISTRIBUTION OF AUDIO BIBLE AND
CALENDAR AMONG THE VISUALLY
CHALLENGEDIN KHURDA, ODISHA
We had a nice time with the visually challenged
people at the Village called Mayfair Nagar,
Dist. Khurda, Odisha on February 22nd,
2021. The people were very happy to receive
the Audio Bible. After the distribution, we have
taught them how to use it, and many were able
to learn and shared their testimony about how
excited they were to receive the Audio Bible and
to listen to the Word of God, but due to lack of
time we could hear only a few of testimonies.
25 beneficiaries have expressed their heartfelt
thanks to the Bible Society of India for making
available the Audio Bible freely.

of the BSI friend’s house in Chollanayakanahalli
in Bangalore on March 18th, 2021. It was such
a joy to see the visually challenged praise God
and enjoy the touch of the Braille Bible. We
could witness the joy on their faces. They said
this is the greatest gift they have ever received
in their life time.

Tulu Audio Recording
We are very delighted to inform you that
we are in the process of Recording the first
Tulu Audio New Testament. The vision
of BSI is to provide the Bible in the heart
language of people in relevant formats and
at affordable cost. Soon we will make God’s
Word available to the Tulu people living
across India & diaspora, in their heart
language.

DISTRIBUTION OF BRAILLE AND
K A N NA DA AU D I O B I B L E S T O
T H E V I S UA L LY C HA L L E N G E D I N
BA N G A L O R E , K A R NATA K A
The BSI Media and Special Audience
Department in coordination with the BSI
Karnataka Auxiliary organized a meeting in one
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We request you to please pray that God may
guide and lead the team as we all are going
through these pandemic times with the

global challenges. This audio is recorded
at BSI recording Studio with gifted readers
who are experienced and well versed with
the language. It is also recorded with high
quality audio which will be later used for
producing videos. We hope this effort will
help many Tulu people to listen to the
Word of God in their own language.

has the talent of mimicry that is exactly
imitating almost each and every one in the
BSI and entertained other colleagues during
lunch hour. Apart from this he is also a
good Table Tennis player. I have personally
enjoyed playing with him. He also has taken
part in BSI Cricket Tournaments as and
when conducted. Mr. Nathan has a helping
nature and goes out of his way to help others
in times of need. In addition to all this Mr.
Nathan is also a good cook. His colleagues
in the Production Department would relish
different home made dishes once a while
which will be missed henceforth.

It is my honor and privilege to lead this BSI
family gathering in recapitulating what Mr.
Arokianathan has meant to each one of us
during his life’s journey in partnering the
cause of God’s Living Word.
Mr. Arokianathan joined BSI in the
Production Department on 1st June 1993.
He is a printing Technologist and did his
printing course in SIGA, Chennai. Prior
to this he worked in Don Bosco Technical
School,Shillong as Monotype Operator in
charge for a period of 6 years and incharge
of phototypesetting in Eastern Press
Publication, Guwahati for 1 year. He also
worked as supervisor in the Hindustan Bible
Institute & Printing Press for 3 years. He is
married to Mrs. Elizabeth Shoba who works
at Manipal Hospital and they have a son Mr.
Arthur Arun who also works in Manipal
Hospital.
During his long service of 28 years in the BSI
we have found him to be a good gentleman
and responsible in the works assigned to
him. Apart from this he was friendly, cordial,
humble and humorous by nature. A person
with sense of humor can make a difference in
work place, home etc. Mr. Nathan was one
such person. He would crack jokes making
people burst into spontaneous laughter.
I am sure all would agree with this. He also

Mr. Arokianathan, it was wonderful
working with you and you will be fondly
remembered by all of us. Please be assured
of our prayers for you and your family
and I wish you success in all your future
endeavours.
-Reported by Mr. E Ashith Director- Production
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REPUBLIC DAY 2021

Like every other year, this year India
Republic Day was celebrated by the family
of the BSI across the country on the January
26, 2021, by hoisting the Tri-Colours of
the Indian Flag. This is a time the family
of the BSI thanked God and recommitted
ourselves for the welfare and healing of our
Nation, India.

Literacy, Global Ministry Exchange,
United Bible Societies. Mrs. Vandana
Maben, Assistant Manager, Accounts, BSI
Karnataka Auxiliary read the Scripture
New Testament portion in Greek and Rev.
Dr. Subramani read in English. A profound
Republic Day message was delivered by our
Speaker highlighting the important roles
the Bible Society of India and the United

In Bangalore the flag hoisting was
conducted at 7:00am in front of the
William Carey Centre, BSI Office, #16 Hall
Road, Richards Town, Bangalore. The
programme was graciously led by Rev.
Mrs. Shashikala Alva, Karnataka Auxiliary
Secretary. We started the programme
with the opening prayer by Dr. Hrangthan
Chhungi, Director CRRMD. Soon after
the prayer, Rev. Dr. M. Mani Chacko, the
General Secretary of BSI warmly welcomed
the gathering and introduced our Speaker
Dr. Julian Sundersingh, Co-ordinator,
Ministry Resource Facilitator and Global

Bible Societies across the world are playing
by catering for the need of the Word of
God. Emphasising certain important roles
of Christians as the doers of Jesus’ missions
of healing the wounded hearts of those
who are crushed, giving hope to helpless
children and women, and to those who are
socially ostracised. Giving opportunities to
the deaf, dumb and blind to hear, read and
understand the Word of God. Dr. Julian
concluded his powerful message by saying
“In the devastating situation, the Word
of God gives healing to the fainting spirit
and body. In every given opportunity, the
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BSI WORDIES
Youth Empowerment & Leadership Training
Program – 2021
Telangana Auxiliary and CR&RM department jointly organized Youth empowerment
and Leadership Training Program for youth in
Telangana at Henry Martin Institute, Hyderabad on 13th& 14th February 2021. The theme of
the workshop was “To Be an Example” based

Bible Societies across the world continue to
pursue Jesus ministry tirelessly, as we are
running out of time.”
Mr. Kiran Thirupal prayed for our nation of
India. Mr. Dot Rajan thanked our Speaker
and all the staff who were present. Our
GS closed the ceremony with prayers and
benediction. The function was concluded
with a lovely Tea fellowship.
on 1 Tim. 4:12. Twenty youth from various BSI
branches from all over the state participated in
this workshop. The keynote address was delivered by Rev. Dr. Pakiam Samuel, Director,
HMI and he encouraged youth to identify their
uniqueness, to believe, to connect, to stretch,
and eliminate anger and bitterness in life. The
Auxiliary President Rev. Dr. Sanjay A Paul and
auxiliary treasurer Rev. Winston gave their
greetings in the inaugural session.
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Healing program virtually with Mr. Frederick
Barasa. We started Day-2 with communion
service in the morning. Dr. Chhungi shared
the word of God titled: Bible our First Love
Letter from God. It was a thought-provoking
and emotional sermon encouraging youth to
get connected with the Bible. This was followed
by an activity for the youth to write a ‘Reply’
to the love letter they received from God. The
youth had an hour of ‘zero gadget time’ to rethink and reconnect with their Bibles. We had
The two-day session broadly dealt with three
sub-themes EXPLORE, EXPERIENCE, and
EMPOWER. Dr. Hrangthan Chhungi, Director, CR&RMD took the first session on the topic:
Exploring ‘the leader’ in you to be Agents for
Change. She elaborated on various leaders and
leadership models in the Old Testament and
related their role to the contextual challenges
we face. The Auxiliary Secretary Rev. John Basy
Paul gave a presentation on the Mission and
another session led by Rev. John Basy Paul to
empower and equip the youth as leaders and
fundraisers in their respective regions. Every
individual was encouraged to speak from the
podium to share their experiences and feedback. For many, this was their first experience
to stand and speak from the podium, and it was
a great experience. Everyone was gifted with an
ESV youth study Bible. All participants promised to serve BSI in the best possible way. We
gave them simple tasks and targets to make
Ministry of BSI and in particular Telangana
Auxiliary. Rev. Sudhakara Raju, Manager,
CR&RMD took a session on the topic: Biblical
understanding of Exemplary Leadership for
Bible Cause. It was a creative presentation with
various activities explaining and encouraging
youth to experience the liberative word of God.
In the evening we had various activity sessions
to encourage youth to develop proper attitude
and perspective to take up leadership roles. The
same night we had Introduction to Trauma
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able for the Bible cause in various capacities in
Telangana state. For the CRRM Department,
the programme was commendable and very
encouraging to have the Auxiliary President
and Treasurer for their support and leadership.

their own target groups by sending them BSI
promise verse every day.
We thank our GS or giving us this blessed opportunity to train our youth to be an instrument for change and leadership, to be able to
see and understand the Mission and Vision of
the Bible Society and to make themselves avail73 | Sowing Circle | Jan - June 2021

REMEMBERING WITH THANKSGIVING
OUR DEAR ONES WHO HAVE GONE TO BE WITH THE LORD
“The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.” – Psalm 9:9

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mrs. Mariamma John, beloved mother of Mr. John Themothi, staff of kerala Auxiliary
BSI was called Home at the age of 79 on 22nd November 2020.
Miss. Ancy, daughter of Mr. Lawrence Deodas of Jabalpur Auxiliary was called Home
at the age of 17 on 30th November 2020.
Mr. Vijayan John Jesudason, former production Secretary, BSI, way back in 1965 was
called home on 03rd January 2021.
Er. Rohini Kumar sahu former Executive committee member and vice president of
Odisha Auxiliary was called home at the age of 97 on 5th January 2021.
Mr. Pitta Raja Ram Mohan Roy, former Auxiliary committee member and Saidabad
Branch Secretary of Telangana Auxiliary was called home on 7th January 2021.
Mr. R. A Benjamin, Telangana Auxiliary committee member and secretary of Jatiyal
Branch was called home on 26th January 2021.
Mr. C. V. Eyob, Co-ordinator of Ernakulam East Region, Kerala Auxiliary was called
Home at the age of 74 on 4th February 2021.
Mr. Purna Chandra Das, Former staff of Odisha Auxiliary was called Home at the age
of 67 on 9th February 2021.
Mr. I. S. David, branch president of Devorakonda branch of Telangana Auxiliary was
called home on 15th February 2021.
Mr. Hmingthanzuala Ralte, staff of Aizawl Auxiliary was called home at the age of 55
on 02nd March 2021.
Mr. D Chandrasekharan, former Auxiliary committee member, Tamil Nadu Auxiliary
was called home at the age of 70 on 17thMarch 2021.
Mr. Lawrence Deodas, staff of Jabalpur Auxiliary was called home at the age of 54 on
9th April 2021.
Rt. Rev. Dr. K. Prasanth Kumar, Ex President of united Andhra Pradesh Auxiliary
from 1995 to 2000 was called home at the age of 82 on 09th April 2021.
Mrs. Kushal Singh, Mother of Mr. Ravi Singh, staff of the Allahabad Auxiliary was
called home at the age of 72 on 11th April 2021.
Bishop Philip Masih, former Jabalpur Auxiliary Secretary, was called home at the age
of 66 on 13th April 2021.
Rt. Rev. John S Maurice, Retired Bishop of Evangelical Church in India and former
Allahabad Auxiliary Vice President, Treasurer, and council member was called home
at the age of 72 on 14th April 2021.
Rt. Rev. Collin Theodore, Bishop of Diocese of Rajasthan, CNI (2001-2011) and former
vice president of NWI Auxiliary (2003-2007) was called home at the age of 75 on 15th
April 2021.
Rev. Rajesh Ajay Kumar Joseph, former Auxiliary committee member and treasurer of
Allahabad Auxiliary was called home at the age of 67 on 15th April 2021.
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Mr. B K Rao, the former treasurer of Vizag Steel City Branch, Andhra Pradesh Auxiliary
was called home at the age of 62 on 19th April 2021.
Mrs. Ulka Sunil Pawar, wife of Mr. Sunil Pawar of Bombay Auxiliary was called home
on 22nd April 2021.
Mr. Deepak Londhe, Auxiliary Committee member, Bombay Auxiliary was called
home on 22nd April 2021.
Rt. Rev. Dular Lakra, Vice-President, BSI Ranchi Auxiliary was called Home on 23rd
April 2021.
Rt. Rev. Emmanuel Panchoo, Bishop of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Madhya
Pradesh, Ex-President of BSI Jabalpur Auxiliary was called Home on 23rd April 2021.
Mr. Enosh Topno, husband of Mrs. Poonam, Sr. Office Assistant at BSI Ranchi Auxiliary
and her father was called Home on 25th April 2021.
Fr. Christo Dass, BSI Ranchi Auxiliary Committee Member was called Home on 25th
April 2021.
Mr. G. Gangappa, who worked in BSI Central Office Warehouse between 1967 to 2004,
was called Home on 27th April 2021.
Mr. Biswajit Rabha, who was working at Scripture Distribution Centre- Guwahati was
called Home on 29th April 2021.
Mr. Kingston J Samuel, beloved father of Mr. Ravikiran, staff of BSI Karnataka Auxiliary,
was called home at the Age of 69 on 30th April 2021.
Mrs. Mercy Suganthi, beloved mother of Mr. Joshua, staff of BSI Central office, was
called home at the Age of 57 on 30th April 2021.
Rev. J. Jeremiah Anderson, He was serving as a Pastor at Neather Memorial Lutheran
Church, Bengaluru, a very close friend of BSI and Husband of Dr. Hrangthan Chhungi,
the BSI-Director for CR&RMD was called Home at the age of 56 on 1st May 2021.
Rev. Dr. John Magimainathan, beloved father of Mrs. Anita Margret, staff of BSI central
office, was called Home at the age of 68 on 2nd May 2021.
Rev. B. Dayanandam, the former President of BSI Vijawada Branch was called Home
on 02nd May 2021.
Prof V. Abraham, the former president for the United Andhra Pradesh Auxiliary was
called Home at the age of 86 on 03rd May 2021.
Mr. Vinod Washington, father of Varun Washington- stock in charge of Jabalpur
Auxiliary was called Home on 05th May 2021.
Mr. Gladson Maben, H/o Mrs. Vandana Maben, was called Home at the age of 62 on 8th May
2021.
Mrs. Vandana Maben, who was working in Karnataka Auxiliary was called Home at
the age of 57 on 16th May 2021.
Mr. Padmaraj, beloved father of Mrs. Renita Kiran, staff of BSI central office, was called
Home at the age of 67 on 26th May 2021.
Mr. Devananda Kumar, who was working in the Central office Book Room, Marketing
Dept, was called home at the age of 41 on 12th June 2021.
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